
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
OFFICE OF AVIATION SAFETY  (AS-50)

Washington, D.C.  20594

October 31, 1994

WITNESS SUB-GROUP
ISUB-GROUP CHAIRMAN S FACTUAL, REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

A. ACCIDENT: DCA-94-MA-076

Location: Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Date: September 8, 1994
Time: 1904 Eastern Daylight Time
Airplane: Boeing 737-300, N513AU

B. WITNESS SUB-GROUP

The sub-group met at the on-site command post on September 9
through 15, 1994. The following group members participated in
the investigation:

Chairman: Beverley Johnson
National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

Members: Malcolm Brenner, Ph.D.
National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

Jodi Reeves
National Transportation Safety Board
Chicago, IL

Kimberly Petrone
Association of Flight Attendants
USAir
Pittsburgh, PA

Patrick Forrey
National Air Traffic Control Association
Cleveland, OH

Robert Sumwalt
Air Line Pilots Association
USAir
Pittsburgh, PA



C SUMMARY

On September 8, 1994, at 1904 Eastern Daylight time USAir
flight 427, a Boeing 737-300, N513AU, crashed while maneuvering
to land at Pittsburgh International Airport, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. The airplane was being operated on an instrument
flight rules (IFR) flight plan under the provisions of Title 14,
Code of Federal Regulation (CFR), Part 121, on a regularly
scheduled flight from Chicago-O'Hare International Airport,
Chicago, Illinois, to Pittsburgh. The airplane was destroyed by
impact forces and fire near Alquippa, Pennsylvania.  All 132
persons on board the airplane were fatally injured.

D. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

The sub-group interviewed by telephone or in person over 100
witnesses referred to them by police, Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), and USAir authorities and those individuals
who contacted the NTSB on-site command post. Members attempted
to contact witnesses identified in media reports, and visited
locations near the accident site to solicit additional
eyewitnesses. Six eye witnesses were children between the ages
of 5 and 11, and some of the remaining adults had some aviation
background.

Eight signed witness statements are included in this report
as Attachment 1. An additional four witness statements that were
prepared by committee members, and were chosen because of their
detail or location, are included as Attachment 2. The location
of these witnesses with regard to the flight path and accident
site are shown in Attachment 3. The remaining witness
information will be included in the public docket to be opened in
Washington, D.C.

A compilation of witness information on several issues is as
follows.

Witnesses generally agreed in describing the airplane as
first being in level flight,
with possible rolling motion,

then encountering an upset period
and finally encountering  a steep

descent or dive ending with impact. None of the witnesses
observed the actual impact because of obstruction from terrain
and trees. Many witnesses observed the airplane during the dive
period, but other witnesses described the routine and upset
period as well.

1) Weather

All witnesses indicated the weather was clear and sunny.



2) Traffic

No witnesses reported air traffic near the accident
aircraft, including other aircraft, balloons, birds or other
objects.

However, five witnesses had reported bird activity the
previous evening and the morning of the accident, ranging from
flocks of geese to black birds. Six witnesses reported a small
single engine aircraft shortly after the impact of USAir 427.

3) Objects departing from the aircraft

One witness, age 6, reported seeing a small piece fall from
the tip of the left wing in flight. All other witnesses reported
the aircraft intact to the best of their knowledge and did not
observe any objects falling from the accident aircraft.

4) Aircraft Attitude

The vast majority of witnesses provided accounts of the
accident aircraft during the final seconds of the flight. Thirty
one witnesses characterized  the aircraft as being in a nose-down
vertical attitude. Eight witnesses stated the aircraft was
spinning or spiraling in the vertical stage of flight. Twenty
six witnesses reported the aircraft in either a left bank or
right bank just prior to the vertical stage of flight, with the
majority reporting a left bank.

Eight witnesses reported first seeing the accident aircraft
in level flight, with eight other witnesses stating the aircraft
began a steep climb attitude prior to the aircraft entering a
vertical descent. Two witnesses reported the aircraft inverted
just prior to the descent.

5) Sound

Various sounds were heard by witnesses during different
stages of the flight of USAir 427. During the initial upset, a
number of witnesses reported that they heard a brief surge of
power, surging, popping or revving. This period was reported to
be followed by silence and then the dive.

6) Fire/Smoke

One witness reported seeing smoke coming from an area just
in front of the right wing.



ATTACHMENT 1

SIGNED WITNESS STATEMENTS



● Ur. PiccirMli w~s OZ,the Hopawo~l youth SOCCSX field, located 1/4 mile ($trAilZhtlin.)
zroratba craoh s%to.

“ At ●rqxeximately 7,0~ pm Me. Picirilli heard the groding ao%ee of ● d~c~hft engine
(like if it WAS powerfngup to take off),

“ W. Plcirilli lEOJWI Up ●nd O*V the Mircra:t fly:ng horizgntsliy in u northwest
direction (away from tlm new wrmird). Aircr&ft looked incaet...,no ~oka or
firs,..juat the gra?ling of an~ines like if the pilot wm tgy$ng to $~in 8poed.

. -.

8 ~uddenly, tht.right v$ng of eircraft dippe& to tight and afzcrsft pointed etra$$ht d$tm
(tompiat*ly v*rttcal). Iir. rzcciril.listaCedc~~~it almwt Loekcd like tba pil~t juct
decided to turn tha aircraft into the ground, poeigibly t~ evoid cauaiq tiri”casualtias’

on the grwnd. Thic is just a foaling he had.

‘ From Mr. Piccirillife vimtpe:nt be wzld sos the entire bdly of the ●itoxaft. The
/%elly lookedlikeit was brand new, very c2can. lie noted the lmdlns ~oar tme not
excendad, Tbaush~hu em e tail number of 521or 512, but is WE CO@~td)’ OUZC.

“ The aircraft ~c~rccd to turn alotily LOthe left whiis still in a cO@ste VWtiCal

pveition.

‘ Mr. Piccirilli than obtwmad u ;.ddi$ll/~;~y:sh/bro~~~h (sort Of rust co$og) gtrioka
coYing from vhat appw~~.d co be ~unt h fre~t of the ri@t Wng,,,not tho 9rg@e9 Or
vi~g lt.self..,comlag f~ow body Of theairc:sft tight in front of ri~hc wins+ Th= flap6
on wi~a lcokcd like zhe) were in theflyi~ poeit%on,

‘ Hr. Piccixill:l immd(ateiy tried to get to che cite to set if he could klpt but PSOp~a
var. al;eady blocking tbs roada. lie xe:u:ncd co the @vccar fisld to pick up hi~
children.
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ATTACHMENT 2

WITNESS INFORMATION SUMMARIZED BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
THROUGH TELEPHONE OR IN-PERSON INTERVIEWS
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ATTACHMENT 3

LOCATION OF WITNESSES WITH REGARD TO FLIGHT PATH
AND ACCIDENT SITE




