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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Adopted by the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
at its office in Washington, D.C.

on the 22nd day of July, 1997

   __________________________________
                                     )
   BARRY L. VALENTINE,               )
   Acting Administrator,             )
   Federal Aviation Administration,  )
                                     )
                   Complainant,      )
                                     )    Docket SE-14489
             v.                      )
                                     )
   STEVEN W. HELL,                   )
                                     )
                   Respondent.       )
                                     )
   __________________________________)

OPINION AND ORDER

Respondent has appealed from the initial decision of

Administrative Law Judge William E. Fowler, Jr., issued on

September 23, 1996, granting the Administrator’s motion for

summary judgment in this proceeding.1  The law judge affirmed an

order of the Administrator revoking respondent’s commercial

pilot, mechanic, flight instructor, and ground instructor

certificates, on finding that respondent had violated 14 C.F.R.

                    
1 The law judge’s order is attached. 
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61.15(a)(2), 65.12(a)(2), and 143.9.2  We deny the appeal. 

The law judge’s order thoroughly addresses all the issues. 

Respondent’s appeal raises no relevant matters that have not been

adequately addressed.  Respondent’s numerous drug and other

felony convictions stand, despite his explanations and

protestations.  As the Administrator has noted, respondent will

be free, when he is released from incarceration, to re-apply for

FAA-issued certificates.

ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1. Respondent’s appeal is denied; and

2.  The revocation of respondent’s certificates shall begin

30 days from service of this order.3

HALL, Chairman, FRANCIS, Vice Chairman, HAMMERSCHMIDT, GOGLIA,
and BLACK, Members of the Board, concurred in the above opinion
and order.

                    
2 Sections 61.15(a)(2) and 65.12(a)(2) provide that convictions
of drug-related Federal statutes are grounds for suspension or
revocation of any certificate.  Section 143.9 requires, as
pertinent, that to be eligible for certificates, applicants must
“be of good moral character.”   
3 For the purpose of this order, respondent must physically
surrender his certificate to a representative of the Federal
Aviation Administration pursuant to 14 C.F.R. 61.19(f).


