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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW 

 
HWY-05-MH-035  —  Wilmer, TX 

 
DATE:  Saturday, September 25, 2005 
LOCATION:  Fairfield Inn, 2110 Market Center Blvd., Dallas, Texas 
PRESENT:  Juan Robles (Witness); Texas DPS C.R. Investigator Luisvidal Meza;1 
NTSB Investigators Peter Kotowski and Paula Sind-Prunier 
 
NOTE:  This interview was conducted in English and Spanish; however, only the 
English portions are transcribed. 
 
DURATION: 
Recording 1:  0:44:36 
Recording 2:  0:38:392

 
INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  How many years has he had a driver’s license? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Since ’88. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  1988 was when he first got his CDL—or his 

Professional Driver’s License. 

—And that was his first license ever. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  That’s his first license ever.  So the first license that he 

ever got was a Professional Driver’s License or Commercial Driver’s License.  

And how did he go about getting his Driver’s License—what did he have to do? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  A medical exam— 

—And a skills test.   

                                                 
1 Serving as translator 
2 There is an overlap in the two recordings 
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay, what did the skills test consist of and what did 

he have to do? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Distances— 

—Signaling— 

—Air systems— 

—And safety— 

—And passenger safety. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And when he’s talking about “distances”—what did he 

mean by “distances”? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  The timing distance to—stopping distances. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And in the pre-trip test, did he have to perform—did he 

have to do a pretest for the examiner to show that he had those skills? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said that they do like a talk over all the types 

of systems, motors, anything to that effect.  And then, they take a test and they 

evaluate it.   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  And he said also, like if there’s—like if there’s 

fog, weather-related— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  So he never—so it was just like a knowledge test, they 

discussed it—and then he just took an exam—a written exam? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes, it’s just a written exam. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay.  And since he’s had his driver’s license, that he 

got it in 1988—was he certified to carry passengers in 1988? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And what did they—did the—what was he required to 

do, or what information did he obtain concerning passenger safety? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Mainly, that they’re not standing on the bus.   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating): —And in case of an accident not to leave the 

area.   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —And also to talk with the passengers and if 

they need something—to be safe, to attend to them. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —And also that in four hours they have to stop 

and let the passengers rest, and stretch. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he have any special training for passengers with 

physical disabilities? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Could he tell us what his driving history was?  Did he 

start driving a bus in 1988?  Where he was driving it at, who he was driving it for, 

and bring us all the way up to the present? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  His dad had a bus company in Mexico.   

—And he used to work for him— 

—Making special trips— 

—And he said during this time with his father, he—he never got behind the 

wheel, he mainly worked on the maintenance, cleaning the bus out, just— 

—And he would send him to buy parts for the buses that were broken. 

—And all the systems of the bus, the electric system, the engine, and things of 

that nature. 

4 



—He was working with his father since he was 16. 

—The name of the company was— Robles Charter Buses, but it would be a 

Spanish name. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Are they still in business there? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  No. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —Okay, yes, his brother has that business. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he have any special training in mechanics? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No, just—helping the mechanic. 

—And that’s when he learned what it takes to—to do special trips or charter trips. 

—He used to do things for schools, football teams, baseball teams, conventions— 

—Vacations or tourists. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay.  Does he have any experience with examining, 

repairing, or adjusting the brakes? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  No.  Okay.  And when did he first start driving the bus? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  About 20 years ago. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And how long did he work for that company—and was 

that in Mexico? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said that his father’s business went bankrupt 

and he started working for various companies, doing the same thing, transporting 

musicians, and— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —And in November 2001— 
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  That was in November 2001? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No—and now, in November of 2001— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —In November, he—actually, he started 

working for a company that would transport passengers from Monterrey, Mexico 

to Houston. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And how long did he do that? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Three months.   

—From February 2002— 

—That’s when he started—he said, that’s when he started for—at the time it was 

Global Charters, now it’s Global Limos. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  So it was Global Charters the first time he worked for 

them?  

—And he worked for them for how long? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Until August, 2003. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay, and then what did he do? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He went back to Mexico. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And then how long—what did he do in Mexico and for 

how long? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  And then he went to a company that does 

charter—he went from Monterrey, Mexico to— he went from Monterrey, Mexico 

to the Mexican capital, which is the—the federal district. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  The Mexican capital? 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes, it’s the—he went from Monterrey, Mexico 

to kind of like Washington DC—the district capital in Mexico—doing—purchase 

trips. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  It would be like charters? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  It’s more like—they buy a ticket— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI: We refer to them as line runs, here, I guess 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  From October 2003, he was there until— 

—until about January 10th of 2005. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And then he came to work for Global Limo? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No, he came back to a company called Viva 

Tours in McAllen. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Viva? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Viva.  V-I-V-A. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And where are they at? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  McAllen, Texas— 

—he’s trying to think of the name— 

—to Marksville, Louisiana. 

—Then on February 4th—is when he went to do this first trip for Global Limo. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  How did he come to find employment with Global 

Limo? 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  This is referring to the second time—that he—

since he had already worked for them before, he went back to them and asked for 

it. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  How did he get there the first time? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  The company that he worked for that—that 

made trips from Monterrey to Houston—would rent buses to Jim Maples.   

—And then Jim Maples offered him—to work for him, because he needed work. 

—And he’s just saying how—there are differences in pay in the United States, it’s 

different than in Mexico.  And he wanted to come to the United States. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  How long has he been living in the U.S.? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Do you mean now or— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Now. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Since February 4th 

—and he has a trailer there— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  When he came to work for Global, the first time, did 

they give him driver training?  Or special training? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And, how about the second time he came to work for 

Global? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  When he drove for Viva Tours, did they give him any 

training? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Is he familiar with the emergency exits on the bus he 

was driving the day of the accident, the day of the fire? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said yes.  He even opened—yesterday, he 

even opened— the roof exit and a window. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Has he ever had to evacuate a bus before? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Has he ever had a fire on any of his buses before? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Has he ever been stopped for a roadside inspection in 

the U.S.? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Has he ever been subjected to an inspection at the 

border? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  The only time he’s ever had an inspection was 

when he was with his father and came across. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  (inaudible) 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Where did he have his last physical? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  In Mexico; that was September of last year. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  So it would be September of ’04? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  And here in the United States it was in April 

’05. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay.  And does he have any of those records, or does 

the carrier have them? 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  The company. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  He told someone yesterday when they talked to 

him that he’s on medication.  Is that medication prescribed for him by his doctor 

in Mexico or by someone in the United States? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  In Mexico. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Who is his doctor in Mexico? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Marcos Villarreal—He’s in Monterrey.  He’s 

been his friend since they were very young, so every time he has a problem he— 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  And the Doctor in Mexico—he’s in— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  in Monterrey. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Does he have endorsements for hazardous materials, or 

any training in hazardous materials? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No.  He says he’s never carried hazardous 

materials.  He said in Mexico, to have a hazardous material endorsement—that’s 

only for property carriers—and that’s a different type of license. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  In order to have a hazmat—is for— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  —property carriers. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI: Did he receive any special instructions about the 

passengers that he was carrying on this trip?  And by that, I mean, about care, 

medical conditions, or things that he needed to be aware of? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No.  Not—but they took two hours to board the 

passengers.   

—He said that they had the people on beds—on like cots or beds— 

10 



—he said that they when they—started boarding the passengers, they would bring 

them out in wheelchairs and that firefighters were helping to board the 

passengers. 

—in Houston, Texas. 

—on stretchers— 

—He says there were about four firefighters plus the staff—he says there was a 

lot more people than the staff. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Was he able to converse with any of the staff, or the 

firefighters? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  The firefighter told him to—that he was going 

to have a long trip and told him to fuel, because he didn’t want to have to worry 

about fuel.  

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  What? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He needed to refuel, because—they were going 

to have a long trip. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And how was that told—was that told to him in 

English, did he have a hard time understanding—or how did they communicate? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said he said, “Long trip—maybe seven 

hours, ten hours, I don’t know” and he said he spoke to him in English, and he 

understood it— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  During the trip, did anyone from the staff communicate 

with him, or try to communicate with him? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said yes. 
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And what was that communication about or what was 

the outcome of it? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said to—that they needed to stop and go get 

some of the oxygen tanks, because some of the patients needed the oxygen. 

—he said that the first stop was on 610—Interstate 10 in Houston. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And how did he know that they needed to have their 

oxygen changed? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  The nursing staff told him he needed to stop— 

—because the people on board needed to have constant oxygen. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Did she say that to him in Spanish or English? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said at first he didn’t understand because 

they were talking to him in English, and there was a lady that spoke some 

Spanish.  She’s the one that told him—that’s when he really understood. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  I don’t want to jump around too much—do you 

have any more questions? 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  No, I think I’m about—Well, let me ask you this—Did 

he do a pre-trip inspection on the bus? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes.  He checked the water, fluids, oil.   

—and before the trip, they put on brand new front tires— 

—and they also checked his air conditioner. 

—and he checked his lights. 

—he checked the belts to make sure they were good. 

—he checked the bathroom to make sure it was clean. 

12 



INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  He checked the battery? 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  The bathroom. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  The bathroom.  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He wrote down his mileage in his logbook, and 

then he left. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And where is his logbook right now? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  It was in the bus. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he check the brakes? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said “No”—he just—he didn’t check them, 

he just started— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he examine the tires before he left? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

—He said that he was at ease, in the sense that the front tires were brand new, and 

he had noticed that the tires in the back had even tread wear and they had good 

tread depth and so he had confidence in them. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  So he did a visual inspection of the tires?   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes, and he tapped on them, too. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI: Has he driven this bus before?   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  When was the last time? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said he made a trip on Monday out to Dallas 

for the football game, and then he returned to McAllen— 

—And he was on standby Wednesday, and he left Thursday. 
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INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  When he was put in the standby status, what was 

he told about what that meant to be in “standby” and what was likely to happen? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said he knew from—they had been doing 

the FEMA runs from New Orleans.  And he had—he came back from New 

Orleans especially for that trip to Dallas, since it was a paid trip to Dallas. 

—And when he came back from Dallas, that—he thought he was going to go 

back to New Orleans.  

—but since he had asked for brand new tires, they told him, okay—he asked for 

brand new tires and to check the air conditioning—and he told them okay and so 

they told him, well, just stay here the night— 

—and he said that a mechanic had checked the air conditioning and he told them 

to change the filters in the air conditioner. 

—That morning, about 8:30, 9 o’clock, he got up and he went to buy the filter for 

it. 

—He said that, after he did that, and he came back, he was told that—that he was 

unsure of where they were going to send them but it might be Galveston, 

Houston, Corpus, or back to New Orleans. 

—Jim Maples was going to make a phone call to see what they were going to do. 

—He said that, his wife was in town, and he had brought her to the game and 

returned back and since he hadn’t seen her in a long time, he asked his boss for 

some time to go to eat and go shopping and he would—just to call him, since he 

was still on standby—just to call him, and he would go back to the office and fuel 

up and go to the destination. 
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—And he told him—he called around 4 o’clock—Mr. Robles called his boss and 

talked—and spoke with him, and he was told he had to be back by 6 o’clock 

because he had to be—a trip. 

—At that point, he got back to the office and he was told—he was asked—“What 

do you want to do—do you want to leave now, at six, or you can leave tomorrow 

morning at five a.m., since they were supposed to be in Houston at twelve. 

—and since he hadn’t seen his family in a long time, he decided to leave at five in 

the morning.  That’s what time he left. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  When he did that last trip—the one that he did on 

Monday, did he to a post-trip inspection report? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yeah, because that’s where he told them he 

wanted new tires, and to check the air conditioner. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And what tires did he say needed to be replaced? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He told them the front ones, because those were 

worn. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Does he have a copy of that post-inspection report, or 

did he turn it in to the company? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said no, that they—they didn’t do that. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  They didn’t do a report?  He just verbally told them? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said it was more of—not asking, but kind of 

demanding that—I need tires, you know. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Was he told—about the dangers of having oxygen, or 

even oxygen on the bus? 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said that he—one of the times that he had 

called his wife, and he had told her—and she told him to be careful. 

—And he was telling her—he had mentioned to her about the type of trip he was 

making. 

—He said that, he had seen what type of passengers he had when they were 

loading—or boarding the bus—and he felt that it was kind of out of his hands 

since the firefighters were doing all the boarding of the passengers.  And he saw 

that it would be difficult to attend to those types of passengers. 

—but he knew the magnitude or— 

—you know, he realized they were elderly. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay, but nobody specifically told him about open 

flames or sparks or smoking around the oxygen? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Is there a smoking policy on the bus? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes, there is no smoking. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  And are their signs or placards that tell passengers? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay, so it does say so. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he—after he noticed—when things started—when 

he saw the smoke in the bus, did he try to communicate or did he communicate to 

the aides about having to evacuate the bus, or methods of evacuating the bus, to 

the aides? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  This is when it started smoking? 
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Yes, when the smoke started coming into the bus and 

he knew that he had to evacuate. 

[END OF FIRST RECORDING; START OF SECOND RECORDING AT 0:00:58] 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said yeah, the—with the little English he 

knew, he said she started taking the people out, and he grabbed someone and 

started taking them out. 

—and he said that people started helping, and he opened a couple of exits— and 

grabbed—took out about three people personally.   

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And he opened up a couple of exits—we know about 

the roof exit, about how many windows? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He only opened two windows, and he unlatched 

them—but there was no way that they would stay up, so he just opened them 

and—and pushed on them.  But he said, he knew he could get out but he didn’t 

know how he could get the people out through the windows. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he recognize that any of the staff was trying to 

communicate with him—or ask him questions? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said, no, the only thing he knew was that he 

had to get—they were going to get [inaudible] 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  He told the investigators yesterday that he was 

taking a medication, albuterol.  How long has he been taking that? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said that, his wife, when she comes from 

Mexico, she brings him more medication, and he takes it, orally, to control his 

diabetes. 
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INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  So he does get it in Mexico, and he takes the oral 

medication. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay.  He had rested on the bus for about two 

hours, while they were getting arrangements made for the passengers.  Did he 

sleep, or was he just able to rest?  

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He slept. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  He did sleep.  And, did he have trouble falling 

asleep, or did he fall asleep pretty quickly? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said that it took him a little while because, 

when he was talking at freshwoods (phonetic), he tried, when he got there, to 

report to them that he was there—they told him he wouldn’t start boarding until 

about twelve, and so he told—he tried to get something to eat.  And with the 

communication barrier, he tried to get something to eat, and he saw a cafeteria 

there and, they couldn’t really understand each other—and so all he ate was an 

apple and a—drink—or like a soda.  And so, he said he just went back on the bus 

and—it took him a little while to fall asleep. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay.  Let’s see—the route they took—who was 

giving him directions about—did he get those in advance or was somebody telling 

him along the way where to go, and if so, who was that? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said that, you know, when he knew he was 

going to be going from Houston to Dallas, he knows it’s 45 North.  When they 

were leaving—when they got to 45 off of 59, he saw that it was closed, so 59 
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automatically goes on to 610, and he went around.  And when he tried to get back 

on 45, on the north side he—there was—there was a sign that said that 45 was 

closed, to take 59 North. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  So there was signage? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And what kind of signage were they? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said, the kind with the lights, the— 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Changeable message boards? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And how did he know that it said take 59? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said he knew, just from his knowledge, he 

decided to take it because 45 was closed, and he knew to take 59, and it would 

meet up with 45 again. 

—he knew, also, off of 59, the town of (inaudible), he new he had to cut across to 

45. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  So it’s his familiarity—he knew how to go? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay.  Now when he got the flat tire, how did he 

know he had a flat tire?   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said, he heard the air escape and he felt that 

the back end started—it dropped a little, and he felt it [inaudible, 9:49]. 
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INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  And he did not—I understand that he did not call 

his company, but someone called a wrecker for him.  Does his company have a 

policy about what to do in the event of a breakdown? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said that they’ve told him that—they have 

kind of like an—escalating type of damages—and he said that he knows that 

when it’s a flat tire, it’s kind of his responsibility, and to call his boss at four in the 

morning to tell him that—his boss would just tell him to fix it.  So he knew it was 

his responsibility to get a wrecker. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Does he have a cell phone? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He lost it in the fire. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  He lost it in the fire, but he did have a cell phone? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  What was his phone number? 

MR. ROBLES:  9-5-6-2-2-7-4-4-9-3 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  4-4-9-3.  And was that a company phone or his 

personal phone? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  The company’s. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay.  You told one of the investigators yesterday 

that a lady told him to exit at 284 in Dallas.  Was that one of the aides on the bus 

or who was that? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes, the person in charge. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  The person in charge.  Okay. 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  That’s the one that he, more—that he listened to 

the most because she spoke a little bit of Spanish. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  But he knew the word—you know—“you have 

to find exit three, or—” for an exit, he knew those words in English, he 

recognized those words. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay.  And his boss has him take a physical exam 

every year—Does he do that in the United States or in Mexico? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He says that it’s more of when he goes to the 

doctor to get his physical, after they do all of the exams and they tell him, you 

know, you have to re—come in a year. 

—and he says he knows it’s—medical cards are for two years, but since he has 

diabetes, he knows that he has to go every year. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  I’m going to ask you some questions about that 

[referring to the driver’s license]. 

MR. ROBLES:  [In Spanish] 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  1988, yes.  

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  What he’s trying to explain is that, in Mexico, 

to get your CDL, it’s a requirement that they take a physical.  So he got it the first 

time, and every two years in Mexico, it expires.   

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  2002, 2004, and 2006.  Oh, oh, okay—so they 

emboss it every time. 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  That’s how they refer to—they can tell when 

they expire— 

—until 2006, is when the next time it comes up. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  And he says in 2008, they’ll issue him a brand 

new one. 

MR. ROBLES:  Understand? 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  They use them for ten years— 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  For ten years— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —And then he’ll get a new license, after that ten 

years is up. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  But every two years— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  The physical— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And that’s when they give him a new card for a 

physical, and that’s why it keeps getting thicker? 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  No, no, no.  If you look at the front, it’s 

embossed—if you run your finger along the bottom edge there, you can feel like 

there’s an embossing? 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Right. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  So they punch it— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  They punch it, and then they carry that for ten years.  

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 
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INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  So that’s why it says over there, 1998—. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Right. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  —it was reissued in 1998.  He got his first one in 

1988, this was in ’98, and then in ’08 he will probably get another one. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  Okay, right. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He’s just saying that it’s difficult to try to falsify 

one of those licenses— 

—every two years they have to take in their paperwork from their physical— 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  So that they can do that embossing. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  —do the embossing. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And then they emboss it, they put a number in there for 

each year? 

—Oh, I see, okay, I got it now. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  That’s sort of their schedule—they tell them, these 

are the ones you’re going to have to have— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Right, ’00, ’02, ’04, ’06 and then they—they emboss it 

underneath it when it’s been done. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  Yeah. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  —that’s why there’s nothing underneath of ’06.   

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  That’s right—. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Got it. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  For the expiration— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Right.  It’s over there.  Got it. 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He’s just saying that, he knows that now, in 

Mexico, they have a new license, and whenever this expires, he’ll get the new one 

that—has a different type of system on it. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay, that makes sense.  You might as well take it back, 

so I don’t forget, so you can get out of here. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  From what he’s telling me, he doesn’t recall 

[inaudible, 18:37] 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Does he have a green card or a visa to work in the 

U.S.? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He doesn’t have anything. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Pardon me? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  He doesn’t have anything. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said he’s never been asked for anything. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Does he—how is he paid?   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He says that—he knows, because of his status 

right now—that they tell him they’re going to pay him every—every week, or—

bimonthly; and right now, his boss owes him more than $5,000 that he hasn’t paid 

him—and that’s more or less what he owes him. 

—because he’s done trips, like, for twenty days to Washington, DC— 

—from July to August—  

—He said, he’s done many trips that have been long trips or a long period of time, 
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and a lot of times—he went on a trip which was a Dallas trip—he received $260 

for that. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Is he paid by the trip, or is he paid by the mile, or is he 

paid by the hour— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said it depends, he said sometimes it’s per 

mile or sometimes it’s per trip. 

—and he said that many times, it’s—he would ask-- 

—Yeah, he said that when he asked his boss if he was going to get paid, that—he 

kind of tells him that he can’t, he’s—he’s low on funds, or—he’s broke at the 

time.  And that he’ll tell him, you know, don’t worry—I’m getting money—I’m 

getting some money back on—and when the time comes, he’s going to pay him. 

—and supposedly that, on this last one, the reason, apparently, he was going to be 

paid well was because of—of, because FEMA was going to pay. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he have a contract, or any paperwork about this 

trip he did for FEMA? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said they did a contract through “Bus 

Bank.” 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Bus Bank? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  Yes.  

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And was that the same way that they did the trip to 

New Orleans?  

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Did he get paid for the trip to New Orleans? 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And when did you do that trip to New Orleans, do you 

remember? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  From the 4th through the 18th of September—he 

said he’s not sure if it was the 16th, the 17th, or the 18th— 

—It was a Monday? 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 

—And so he was in New Orleans, and then in New Orleans—from the 4th to the 

18th? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said, he was in New Orleans until the 17th, 

and the 18th is when he came back. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay.  And was he told that he was exempt from hours 

of service for doing these trips? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said, no, not really, that he was just told to 

stay on standby, they were not doing very many—they were not working very 

much—that, just whenever they’re there just to—they would log their hours when 

they left, and when they were there they would just go to off-duty time. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And has he turned all those logs into his company?   

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 

—he said, until the 12th, because that’s when they asked for those—he turned 

those in.   

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And so the logs from the 13th on are—were in the bus? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes. 
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Does he have any personal records of anything he did 

during that time period? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No, he said everything he had was in the 

portfolio— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said everything, like—what he’s been paid, 

and things of that nature were in that portfolio. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay.  And where was the portfolio at? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  On the side of the driver’s seat. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  So that would be the right side? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Yes, and he had a map in it and he was also 

checking the [inaudible, 26:40] 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  And when he was paid, was he paid in cash or was he 

paid by check? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said, all the time he’s been paid by check, 

except the Dallas trip, he was paid in cash. 

—He said he was given—the reason he was given the $260 was the only time—

for that trip—that’s what money he had on him, and he gave it to him, he gave it 

to him and said, because there’s very little people on here, you know—here’s this 

money. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 

—Anything else? 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  You’re going to be flying now, at 2 o’clock to— 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  To McAllen. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Love Field. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  That’s where he’s going to have to go to fly out of 

here, Love Field, not Dallas, huh? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Southwest. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Southwest.  Yeah, I’m probably going to go do that on 

Monday.  That’s all I need.  Do you have any questions of us? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He’s just saying that, you know—a lot of times 

he’s—he’s just not sure—he believes, his license is frozen, or you know, or—he 

can’t work or do anything— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Well, I don’t know—he can only be disqualified by—if 

he’s done something wrong, if he’s convicted of something wrong, and then he 

can be disqualified. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He’s just, you know, saying about how—the 

only reason he kept working for him was because—he kept promising money— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Yeah. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Um-hmm. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Yeah, I can see why. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Yeah. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  And right now, you know, he doesn’t know 

because he owes him a lot of money, still and—he doesn’t know what recourse he 

has. 
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—He’s just saying that the first time that he quit working for him, that the issue 

was that—a window had been broken on the bus, and he charged him for it, and—

so, you now, that Mr. Maples had gotten real mad at him, and they kind of got in 

an argument about it.  And so, that’s why he left—he stopped working for him the 

first time. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  And he believes this was the reason—it was an 

entertainment bus that they had rented to him—or he had rented to somebody—

and they’d pay him— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Oh, I see—okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  and so he--  

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  —took it out on him. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  Yes. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  And he was just trying to get him to pay him 

for—what he owed him from before—not from this trip, but—his past payment.  

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Now, has he had any accidents, or any traffic violations 

in the past couple years? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He said in August, he had a speeding—in 

August. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  And where was that? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  In Laredo.   
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INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Laredo?  What are you speeding in Laredo for?  Geez! 

—nobody speeds in Laredo—god, I even know better than to speed in Laredo, 

and I’m not even from Texas!  (all laughing) 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  Okay, yeah, it was a special trip that they had 

done—and something happened with the vehicle, it broke down, and they were 

late to a concert—they were taking people to a concert. 

—They changed out the buses 

—And he says, when they changed buses out, you know, it took them a while to 

get the bus to him, so he tried to— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Tried to make up the time. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —and got stopped. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  So you tried to be a good driver, and look what 

happens? 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Did the company pay for the ticket, or did they 

make you pay? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No, it was supposed to be paid by the 9th, and 

he called the judge’s office and told him he couldn’t pay because he was in New 

Orleans for the FEMA thing—and so, they gave him another month extension to 

pay it—he has to pay it himself. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Does he have any information on what court he called, 

or— 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER (Translating):  No, it was in his portfolio. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay— 
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  (inaudible) 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  —Through the State Police? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  State Trooper. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  It was going to be a CDE. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  CDE? 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA:  CDE. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —he doesn’t remember whether it was a 

trooper. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay, so it was DPS, so we’ll be able to track that 

down.  They were mean, right, them troopers are mean, right? (laughing) 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He just says that, usually, he’s just kind of 

scared of the police, or you know—you know, just—whenever he sees them, he’ll 

just kind of straighten up and— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Yeah. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  —You know, but he said that time he knew he 

was late, and he knew he got him, or—he knew he was speeding, he knew he was 

doing wrong, so he accepted it. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  You know what we call that in the Northeast United 

States?  Damned bad luck.  (all laughing)  Okay. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He’s just asking if this is like a criminal— 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Yes—what we do, No.   

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  No.  
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INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  No, he’s just asking in your opinion, do you 

think— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  We’re not—I can’t—‘cause I’m not—‘cause we’re 

from the Federal government, and we just—we just look at the accident issues, 

and it’s the local governments that are—that decide whether it’s criminal or not. 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He just—He’s just asking, you know, at this 

point, is it the responsibility of him or the company—he— 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Yeah, again, we don’t know—we don’t know the 

answer to that.  That’s— 

—Tell him, we wish him the best. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Yes.  And I hope he gets paid by his boss— 

INVESTIGATOR MEZA (Translating):  He just— 

—He just said that he knows its going to be a difficult battle with them, but, you 

know, his family’s here and he doesn’t want to just give up and leave—he wants 

to, you know, get his family on their feet, going, and he just knows it’s going to 

be— 

—He said, you know, he’s not going to go back to Mexico, he’s just going to be 

here and see what happens. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Tell him we understand, and we wish him the best of 

luck. Okay?   

—Okay.  Thank you very much. 

INVESTIGATOR SIND-PRUNIER:  Thank you. 

INVESTIGATOR KOTOWSKI:  Okay.  I hope he makes his plane. 
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[END OF RECORDING AT 0:38:39] 

 

Transcribed by Investigator P. Sind-Prunier 
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