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TimelineTimeline

3:45 p.m. OCC notified of derailment

3:46 to Derailed equipment verified, 
3:51 Handbrakes set on train, 

Passengers in first four cars evacuated

3:53 OCC called 911 to report derailment

3:55 Metro employee at Mt. Vernon Sq. 
called 911 to request ambulance



TimelineTimeline

3:57 p.m. Washington, D.C., Fire and Emergency 
Medical Services Department began 
dispatching resources

4:26 Evacuation from two rear cars began

4:47 Evacuation complete



ConsequencesConsequences

• 23 injuries

• $1000 track and structure damage 

• $3.8 million replacement value of damaged 
vehicles
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Train Direction



InvestigationInvestigation

Train Direction



IssuesIssues

• Wheel truing procedures

• Mitigating measures for wheel climb 
derailments

• Interdepartmental coordination



ExclusionsExclusions
• Operation of the train

• Condition of track

• Track geometry

• Signal system

• Switch point and switch maintenance

• Truck rotation stiffness




