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UK Department for Transport – “Think!” CampaignUK Department for Transport – “Think!” Campaign
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Over half of all fatal crashes
involve another vehicle.

Most of the time, the motorist,
not the motorcyclist, is at fault.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…
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“Driving is a complex and often 
demanding task, even for the
best of drivers.”

- AAA Parent/Teen Handbook
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Driver Inattention Is Becoming Epidemic
“100-Car Study”
California Crash Report
Cell Phone Study
Turn Signal Survey
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It only takes a moment of attention away
from the driving task, 

whatever the reason for distraction, 
to miss seeing a motorcyclist 

when making a turn, 
or to drift across the centerline 

into the flow of oncoming traffic.
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We are a society that has become
increasingly dependent on multitasking,
often operating, as a matter of course, 

with “continual partial attention” 
as we go about our daily lives. 
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Grassroots Initiatives
A Father
A RiderCoach
An Organization
A State
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Often, motorist awareness efforts
would not exist without someone to

champion the cause.
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State Motorcycle Safety
Administrators Survey – 2005

Only 30% reported they had a budget 
for Public Information & Education
33% were $25,000 or less; 
all were under $200,000
Very few reported using advertising
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Research
Effective mass media impaired driving 
campaigns were characterized as:  

Carefully planned 
High-quality
Well-executed
Well-funded
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PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

The first time Federal funds were used 
to purchase advertising for an impaired 
driving program.  Sponsored by NHTSA;
$11 million Federal, $25 million in total 
paid advertising nationwide.

“You Drink and You Drive. You Lose.”
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Awareness is not 
the ultimate objective.

Behavior Change is.
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MSF’s Role
The MSF provides expertise, assistance,
and creative materials to those interested 

in pursuing motorist awareness efforts.
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MSF’s Role
MSF media relations works with 

journalists and others to increase 
awareness of rider education, training, 

and relevant safety messages, and 
to promote motorist awareness.
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MSF’s Role
The MSF funds motorist awareness 

campaigns at major motorcycling 
rallies in Daytona Beach, Florida, and 

Sturgis, South Dakota.
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Public Education/Awareness
The MSF’s Role & Activities

Daytona Beach/Sturgis
Take It Easy Campaign:

Ride Safe.  Drive Safe.
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Alcohol Awareness
Public Service Advertisements
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Television and Radio PSAs

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

"We're Out There"
featuring actress

Molly Culver
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New Motorist Awareness Campaign 
Creative Materials
Outdoor Billboards

PSAs
Posters

Bumper Stickers
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MSF Partnerships & Collaborations
Department of Defense
NHTSA
SMSA (National Association of State Motorcycle 
Safety Administrators) 
National Safety Council
AAA
ifz (Institute for Motorcycle Safety)
Insurance Companies

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 
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Interstate Highway System
50th Anniversary Commemorative Publication

Educating Highway and Safety Planners,
Engineers, Legislators and 
other Government Entities.
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Community Outreach:
MSF “Host an Event” Programs

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 
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“Cars, Motorcycles 
and A Common Road”

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…
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New Common Road Video 
“Intersection”

Personal stories, from the perspectives of
everyone involved, elicit empathy in a video 
that details the collision between a car and 

motorcycle at a typical city intersection.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…



36

Public Education/Awareness
The MSF’s Role & Activities

New Common Road Video – Intersection
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everyone involved, to elicit empathy in a video that
details the collision between a car and motorcycle at

a typical city intersection.
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“Intersection”
Designed to connect with distinct target audiences.

A collaborative effort with input provided by 
members of the safety community.
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Web Resources
www.msf-usa.org

MSF/Perspectives
International Motorcycle Safety Conference Event

www.RETSORG.org
www.ca-msp.org
www.ImplementNAMS.org

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 
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Media Relations
National Public Awareness Highlights

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…





VIDEO CLIP: Dr. Phil Show Clip

Click Here to Launch Video
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What can be done?
The National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety 

recommendations are an excellent blueprint, 
and will be for years to come.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…
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What can be done?

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

From NAMS:
“Expand avenues to promote motorists’
awareness of motorcyclists… 
where there are ‘captive audiences.’"
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Organizations, clubs, groups, individuals, 
partnerships and alliances should be 

supported and encouraged 
in their grassroots efforts.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

To which we would add:
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What can be done?

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

From NAMS:
“Educate operators of other vehicles 
to be more conscious of the presence 
of motorcyclists.”
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What can be done?

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

From NAMS:
“All driver education and training
(mature driver programs, high schools, 
remedial programs) should include a 
component on motorcycle awareness.”
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Get motorist awareness programs into
High Schools, whether or not they have

driver education programs.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

To which we would add:
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What can be done?

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

From NAMS:
“Adequate funding needs to be 
devoted to the development and 
implementation of motorist 
awareness issues.”
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States should make every effort to 
secure funding for public education and 

awareness programs, including the pursuit 
of “SAFETEA-LU” grant funds.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

To which we would add:
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In addition to “SAFETEA-LU” grants,
the Federal government should 

make funding available for
National Motorist Awareness Initiatives.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…

And:
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Final Thoughts
Perhaps we should broaden our thinking 

regarding driver inattention issues.
Driver inattention takes lives – not just 

motorcyclists, but pedestrians, 
bicyclists and other drivers.  

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT MSF’s ROLE & ACTIVITIES LOOKING FORWARD…
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Final Thoughts
Let’s teach all motorists to think twice 

about the choices they make,
about their behavior behind the wheel,

to understand…

PUBLIC EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 
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