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FOREWORD

The National Transportation Safety Board, in accordance with the
provisions of the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974, has determined
the probable causes of the 41 U.S. highway accidents reported herein.

The enclosed briefs are the -eports of the National Transportation
Safety Board and ave thereby subject to the limitation of 49 USC 1903 (¢c):

"Ho part of any report or reports of the Roard, relating
to any accident or the investigation thereof, shall be
adnitted as evidence or used in any suit or action for
damages growing cuc of any matter mentioned in such
report or reports."

For those readers who wish more detailed information, the original
factual reports are on file in the Washington, D.C., office of the
Naticnal Transportation Safetv Board and may be exemined. These reports
will be reproduced for a fee covering reproduction cost and postage.
Orders for material also are subject to a user charge by the Board for
specia). services, and such charge will be included in the bill.

Requeats for xeproduction should be forwarded to:
National Transportation Safety Boavd

Public Inquiries fection
Washington, D.C. 20594
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FATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY-133-79
Agency:  Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-77~F~-H0O1
Location: Local time: Date: Heather: Ligh* condition:
City leslle Scate Georgia 1215 05/04 777 Clear ~ drvy Davlight
Road U.S. Route 28C Intersecting Street None

City & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
e 1874 Pontiac Lemans 2=-door hwardtop C.D. Scroggins Unknown
2. 1967 Wwhite 9564TD Teactor Cordele Sash, Door and Lumber Co. Cordele, Georgia
3. 1970 Johnson Custon Luilt semitrailer Cordele Sash, Door and Lumber Co. Cordele, Georgia
b.
Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
A westbound Pontiac on U.S. Route 280 crossed the painted solid centerline in the path of an eastbound
tractor~trailer. Neither vehicle attempted evasive action prior te headon impact. The tractor and the
Pontiac were destroyed. There was no alcohol involvement in the accsident.

Probable 1. Failure of Pontiac driver to maintain vehicle in lane of travel.

R Cause: 2. Lack of svasive action by efther vebicle,
,, 3.
=T Other
? Factors: 1.
' 2.
a.

g Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
T 1 Driver of Pontiac 2 Driver of tractor—semitrailer
:i;; 3 Passengers in Pontiac
-

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
- 3 1, Crushing impact forces. Vehicles: $25,000
2. _ Other Property: 0 e

3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporcing Docket Number: HYw74-78

Agency: Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL~77~F=E004

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City Kings Mountain State North: Carolina 1400 07/31/77 flear - dry Daylight

‘.S, e 74 None
Road U.S. Rout Intersecting Street Mo City & State of
Vehkicle: Yea: Make Model Type Operator Business/kesidence

1. 1571 Silver Facle 05 Bus Continental Southeastern Lines, Inc. Dallas, Texas

2. 1969 Mercury Marquis 2=door sedan  Name unknown Unknowrn

3.

‘.

Accident

Tescription: (type of sccident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postecrash factors)
A westbound Mercury crossed a 12-foot grass median and stfuck an eastbhound bus left front-to-left front. The
mezllenl occurred at the beginning of a merge of the 4~lane divided highway into a - lane, 2-way highway. Four
of the 6 occupants of the Mercury were kiiled. TNhe blood alcochol level of the Mercury ariver was 0.40 percent.

Pailure of Mercury driver to maintain directional control of his vehicle.

Driver intoxication.

Pacesrs: 1. Absence of a median divider at the merge locatiom.

2.

3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: ({driver, passenger, pedestrian)
3 iver of Mercury 1 Driver of bus

3 Passengers in Mercury 2 Passengers in Mercury
14 Passengers in bus

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Failure to wear available restraints; ejection. Vehicles: Unknown
2. Impact forces. Other Property: Unknown
3.




}n {IONAL TRANSPORTATION SAYETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY-75-78
Agency: Atlantz Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-78-F-HOO2

Location: Local tiwc: Date: Weather: Light conditiom:
City Alcamont Seate Tennessee 2130 03/1%/78 (Clear - dry Darkness

Road Burroughs Cover Doad Intersecting Street None

Ciry & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Uperator Businesa/Residence
U=Hanl van

7 Ford Box rental __  Erwin C. Schmide Alamogorde, New Mexico

-~
Ao d
-

‘.

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
A van occunied by a driver and 21 passengers was westbound on Burroushs Cover Road. Failing te negotiate a left-hand
curve, it ran off the read in a 5 percent downgrade, vaulred from the top of a steep embankment and dropped 40 feet
to the ground below. The van was destroyed, and 4-of the 21 passengers were killed. Van left no skidmarks on the

road. Results of a blood aleohol test performed on the driver were calculared to be 0.105 percent.

Failure of the alcohocl impaired driver to maintain directional control of the vehicle and negotiate
Probable 1. the lefr curve.
Cause:

ap=ence of road markings on a recentlv resurfaced road.

-

Patalities: (driver, passcnger, pedestrian) Tnjuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
Passengers in van ) Driver of van

Probzble Cause of Casuaity: Property Losses:
1. Crushing forces. Vehicles: $9,500
2. ' Other Property: 0

3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
Peportiag Docket Number: HY-123-79

Agency: Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-78-F-HOQS
Location: Local time: Date: Weath=r: Lighc condition:
City Doraville Stace Ceorgia 1719 07/21/78 Clear Daylight
Road Interstate 285 Intersecting StreetState Road 403

Vehicle: Year

City & State of
Model Operator Business 'Residence
me'i‘ractnr- 2

Make
International

l. 1977 Harvester Trans I1 semitrajler Rollins Leasing Corp. Doraville, Georgfa

2. 1970 Honda 760 Motorcvele Richard Scort Branning Atlanta, Ceoryia
. 1973 Dodge 197 Dump truck Barhart Trucking Co. Forest Park, Georgia

4.

Accident
Description: {type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)

When a southbound tractor-semitrailer applied brakes for slow moving traffi{c ahead, it tackknifed te the
left, striking a southbound motorcvcle and shoving {t laterally inte the right front of a Dodge dump truck.

3
o~

1
Prodable 1. Excessive tractor-semitrailer speed, resulcing in loss of control in comstruction zome,
Cause: 2

3.

Other
Factors: 1. None.

2.

he 4
L

Patalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestyian)
1 Driver of motoreycle 0

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crushing forces. Vehizles: $2,800
2. Other Propercy: o

3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Agency: Atlanta Ficld Office dighway Accident Number: ATL-78-F~EQll

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy Forest Park Stat=Ceorgia 1320 08/15/78 Clear -~ dry Daylight

Road LU.S. Highwav 10-41t Intersecting Street Main Street

City & State of
Vehizle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1977 White RBMELT Tractor Schwerman Trucking Co. M{ lwaukee, Wisconsin

2. 1969 Heil MC307 Tank trailer Schwerman Trucking Co. Mi lwaukee, Wisconsin

3.

4.

Accident

Description: {type of accident and prcsence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash faccors)
The truck was nerthbound on U.S. Highway 19-41 when the tank trailer failed at a weld between the second and

third comsartments, permitting the cargo to <pill., One fireman was injured while fighting the ensuing fire.

Probadle 1. rFatigue failure of a girth weld connecting the tank surface between the second and third cargo compartments.

Caune: 2.

3.

Othes
Fzctors:

iy
Ly

3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
0 1 Fireman

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Toxic fumes. Vehicles: 520,000
2. Other Property: _ 5,000 (cargo)
3.




NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY-92-78
Agency: Atlanta Fieid Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-79-F-R004
Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:

Cizy Clarkston State Georgia 0100 10/17/78 Clear - dry Darkness

Road Interstate 285 Intersecting Street North Decatur

City & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
1. 1978 Buick Regal 2~-door soedan Victoria Irence Lam~aster — Lithia Springs, Georgia
2.
3.

N
Accident
Description: (type «f accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and posterash factors)
The porthbound Buick, traveling at a high rate of speed, went out of control and struck and mounted the puardrail.

It rede the guardrail, struck a bridge abutment rode the bridgerail and then vaulted to the roadway below, landing
oo its roof and left side.

Prodbable 1. Influence of alcohol on driver.

Cuuse: 2. Excessive speed for road condition,

3. Inadequate performance of guardrail svstem.
Other
Factors: 1. None.

20
3.

Fatalities: Nusber: (dr’vev, passenger, pedestriai) Injuries: Number: (driver, passeuger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Buick - (4]
2 Passengers Iin F. ‘ck

Probadie Caucze of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crushing impact forces. Vehicles: $7,000
2. Failure of occupants to use available restraints. Other Property: 3,C00

3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket "umber: KY=93-78
Agency: Atlanta Field 0™ "{ce Highway Accident Number: ATL-79-F-HOO0S

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City Courtland Stace Alabama 1815 10/21/78  Clear ~ dry Dusk
Road State Route 20 Intersecting Street State Route 13

City & Ctate of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operater Business/Residence

1. 1972 7lymouth Gran bfedoor sedan James Uebb Courtland, Alabama

Tractor—
2. 1977 White sgggtgaxler Lee Wav Trucking Co. Oklahoma City, vklahoma

3. 1975 Ford 2-door sedan GCarvy W. Allen Hillsbore, Alabama

4.

Accident
Descripetion: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash snd posterash factors)

A Plymouth was westbound on State Route 20 at a high rate of speed when its driver lost control of the vehicle.

The Plymouth sideswiped an eastbound truck, went into a yaw and struck the Pinto headen. Lhe driver of the
Pinte was ejected and killed. The other five cccupants of the Pinto died inside the vehicle. Blond alcohcl

test results for the Plymouth driver were 0.16 percexnt.

Probable 1. Failure to maintain control of the Plymouth due to excessive speed and driver intoxication.
Cause: o

3.

Other
Factors: 1.

2.

3.
Fatslitien: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Pinto ] Driver of Plvmouth
3 Passengers in Pinto 1 Passenger in Plymouth

Probable Cause of Casualey: Property Losses:
1. Failure to wear occupant restraints. Vehicles: $5,000
2, Ejection from vehicle; impact with roadway. Other Property. 0

3. Collision forces.

-~
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
Docket Number: HY-94-78

Reporting
Agency: _Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-79-F-BOO6
Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy Charleston Scate Tennessee 0845 11/05/78 Tog - dry _Davlight
Road Interstate 75 Intersectiag Street MNone
& City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
1. 63 vehicles, including 3 tractor-semitrailer combination units, several automobiles pulling travel trailers,
2. a police car, and numerous automobiles.

3'

4.
Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or atsence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
Sudden development of an extremely dense patch of fog rapidly reduced visibility over a 2-mile stretch of

Interstate 75 to almost zero. Vebicles suddenly entering the unexpected fog bank were unable to stop before
striking unseen vehicles. Othkers did stop and were struck from the rear. Other fog accidents have occurred
in this same location during the past & years. All have been multi-~vehicle, but no fatalities have occurred
since 1974. In all., there has been 72 injuries and significant property damage.

Probable 1. Reduced visibility due to the sudden development cf dense foe.
Causme: 2. Tailure of drivers to heed advance fog warning signs and reduce speed ac¢cordingly.

‘>

Other
Factors:

2.
3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: nNumber: {driver, passenger, pedestrian)
Y 46 Drivers and passengers

Protabie Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Tmpact forzes. Vehicles: 563,000

2. Ocher Property: _ 5,000
3.




YATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washing-on, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY=98~78
Agency: Atlanta Ficld Office Highway Acciclent Number: ATL-79-7F=-EQ010

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City Doutte State Loulsiana 06LD 12/15/78 Raining-wet Dawn

-

Road Srate Routi 3127 Iatersecting Street Nonc

Cicy & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
ractor

L 1973 International F=4720 semitrailer tolicer Gas Co., Inc. Port Allen, Luuisiona

2. Cenveral Motors (P Lovomot ive Southern Paclific Transpcrration Co.New Orieaas, Lou'siara

3. 1978  Olsmobile Ledoor sedan  Susan B. Katz Grecna, Louisiana

4

Accident
Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postecrash factors)

Trying te c¢ross the rcilroad tracks ahead of a trafin, a tractor-semitrailer loaded with anhvdrous ammonia
urove around lowered gates into the train's path., Upon impact, the carpo tank ruptured, releasing the
hazardous material. The tractor-semitrailer also struck an Oldsmobile standing on the opposite side of the
crozsing which was protected by operating flashing red lights, bells und gates. There was no view obstruction.
Failure of truchdriver te stop his truck short of the railroad tracks in response to warnine of an
Probable 1. approachinz train.

——y— e ar —

Cause: 2.

3.

Other
Factors: 1. Release of anhvdrous ammenia inte the atmoenheore

2,

3.

Fataliti{es: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
Pedestrians 30 Pedestrians
1 Driver of Oldsmobile
Passengers in Oldamobile
Truskdriver

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Inhalation of ammonia fumes. Vehicles: $20,000
2. Impact forces. Other Property: _ 5,000
3.




N sIONAL TRANSPOPTATION SAFETY BCARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY=99-78
Agency: Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-79~F-i0]1
Locaticen: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Ci{ity Ramah State louisiana 1245 12°'16/78 Raining - wet Daylight
Road Interstate Route 10 Intersecting Street Milepost 130

City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model f;§¥§oru Operator Business/Residence

1. 1977 cMC JJ9500 semitrailer Yellow Freieht Svstems, Inc. Shawnee Mission, Kansas
2. 1969 GMC 6 5/8 ton §§é§é§¥r§f?$¥“ Thomas Garnor Goldonna, Louisiana
k 1977 Ford LTD 2-door Peggy Carner Carthage, Texas

£1lity tryck=-
4. 1974 Ford 8 3/4 ton campergraﬂe‘r Unoccupied NA

Accident

Description: (type of accidernt and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
A 1969 (MC truck towing a campertrailer westbound on Interstate 10 approached two vehicles parked on the right roadway
shoulder, a 1977 Ford LID beliind a 1974 Ford truck hitched to a carmpertrailer. A 1977 GMC tractor-seritrailer rapiily
gaining on the 1969 MMC truck-campcrtrailer suddenly swerved left to aveid che campertrailer. In doing so, 1T struck

a reinforced concrete bridge, then swerved right toward the righthand road shoulder. Crossing the right lane diaponally,
it contacted the left front of the 1969 truck-campertrailer. Omn the right shoulder, the tractor-semitrailer overrode
the Ford LiD. The two slid iato the 1974 Ferd truck-campertrailer. All three exploded and burmed.

Probable 1. Failure of driver of tractor-semiirziler to maintain control over his vehicle.

Fatalities: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
Driver of tractor-semitrailer 1 Driver of Ford LID

Passengers in Ford LTD

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Fire. Vehicles: $8,500

2. Ejection from vehicle. Other Property: 0
3.




PATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
Docket Number: HY-170-79

Reporting
Agency: Atlanta Field Office Kighway Accident Number: ATL-79-F-HO17

Location: Local time: Date: Weasther: Light conditiom:
City Norcro=s State Ceorgla 1055 C2/17/79 Clear - dry Daylight

Read Amwilder Road Intersecting Street Old Peachtree Road
City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Reasidence
1. 1972 Ford Stationwagon  John William Clayton Doraville, Ceorgia

2. General Electric GSL23B Freight train Southern Railwav Co. vashington, D.C.

3.

&

Accident )

Description: (type of accident and presence or zosence of significant precrash, grash and postcrash factlors)
An eastbound stationwagon drove past flashing warning lights and around a lowere railroad gate at a railroad
grade crossing into the path of a Southern Railway train. The train, which was traveling about 45 mph, struck

the stationwagon; its two occupants were éjected.

Probable 1. Disregard of traffic controls at a railroad crossing.

Caume: 2.

Apparent failure to perceive anproaching train.

3.

Other
Factors: 1. Precedence of unidentified van around lowered gate.

2. Use »f alcohol by driver of stationwagon.

3.

Fatalitcles: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Ford 1 Pass==yer in Ford

Probable Cause of Casualcy: Property Losses:
1. Crushing structure deformation. Vehicles: $800

2. ELiection from vehicle. Other Property: _ D

3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY-154«79
Agency:  Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-79-F-HO19

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light zondition:
City Cwinnertt Countv State Georgia 1845 02/28/7% Ciger - drv Davlight (sunset)

Road CGeorgia Route 365 Intersecting Street Ceorgia Rowvte 20

City & Srate of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Businesz/Residence

1. 1970 Chevrolet Caprice 2=door sedan  Roger Lee Truelove Cainesville, G.orpia

2. 1673 Pl mouth Fury Z-door sedan rurtis Willlam Moore Cainesville, Georgia

3.

6.

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or abzence of significant precrssh, crash and postcrash factors)
The Chevrolet was traveling southbound at a high rate of speed; the Plymouth was northbound on Georg?!a Route 365,
a 4~lane, divided highway with no median barricr. Thc right rear %ircv on the Chevrolet blew out. The Chevrsleil
rotated, veered across the 40-foot-wide prassy medlan and was struck Lroadside by the Plymouth. Twc Chevrolet
passengers were killed. Drivers of both cars and occupants of the Plvmouth were injured.

Probable 1. Defective tirce blowwout.

Cause: 2. Excessive speed.

3. lLoss of control.

Other
Factors: 1. Absence of median barrier.

2. Possible use of alcohol by driver of Chevrolet.

3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passcnger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (vriver, passenger, pedestrian)

2 Passengers in Chevrolet ] Passenger in Chevvolet

2 Passengers in Plvmouth
1 Driver of Plymouth
1 Driver of Chevrolet
Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

l. Failure to wear available seatbelis. Vehicles: $6,500

2. lwpact with interior components of vehicles. Other Property: o

3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BCARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Nuzber: yv,1217,79
Agency:  nulleg Field Of€icc Highvay Accident Number: yan—79-c-MOQ08
Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City Fulran Couney .~ State Pennsvlvania 0530 D2 79 Clear - snow Darknoss
Road [mrersrate 70 Intersecting Street Milepost 7/45

City & State of
Vehicie: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1972 MG Astro=95 Tractor Kemp Furniture Industries, Inc. Goldshoro, Nerts Carolind

2. 1946% Black Diarmond Rox Semitrailer Yemn Furniture Industrics, Tnc., Coldshoroe, North Caralina

3.

b4
Aceident
Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and poustcrash factors)
westbound truck went out of contrel as driver applied the brakes on a snow covered highwav., The unit lackkaifed
This was a four-lane divided

-

and overturne! after striking a guardrail. Vehicle skidded 155 feet on its =ide.
hichway.

Probable 1. Excossive speed for road conditions.

" H . R
Caus 2. Iackknife of articulated wvehicle.

3.

Other
Factors: 1.

2.
3.

Fatalities: Number: ({driver, passcenger, pedestrian) Injuries: NMumber: (driver, passenger, pedoestrian)
(3. T 1 Truckdriver - minor infurieus

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Dypamics of vehicle overturn Vehicles: $7,500
2. Other Property: $500 guardrail
3.




NATIONAL TPANSPORTATION SAFETY BOArs
Washington, ».C. 20394

Reporting Docket Number: Hy-190-29
Agency: Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL=-79=-F-H023
Location: Local time: Date: Weather: (j..,. Light zondizion:

City _Calhoun State Tennessee 0745 04/15/79 _dry-patchy fog Daylight
Road Interstate 75 Intersecting Street Milepost 315

Cicy & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. _18 vehicles, including 3 tractor-semitrailers, 4 stationwagons and 11 automobiles

2.
3.

&,
Accidemt
Description: (type of accident and presence or absonce of significant precrash, crash and postcrash faccors)
At 0745, a 1500-foot stretch of Interstate 75 was enveloped in extremely dense fog. Visibility approaching the fog patch, how-
ever, was good. With no {mmediate advance warning, a southbound stationwagon suddenly entered the fog and braked abruptly.
A tractor—-semitrailer struck the stationwagon in the ‘rear, then overturned. A second tractor-semitrailer struck the overturned
erafler and itself overturned. A chain reaction of collisions follewed. Interstate 75 was closed until the fog cleared at
0830. Six similar multiple~vehicle collisions have occurred in this same area In che past 5 years, resulting in 6 cCeaths, 86
injuries and 126 damayxed or destroyed vehicles. Fog warning sigas are posted 6 and 7 miles in advance of the accldent site.
Probable 1. Suddes veducrion in visibility,

Cavee: 2. Reducrion in varving legrees of vehicle specds.

A
3. &

Otler
Excessive vehicle speeds for available visibiliey, deiver reaction and vehicle stopping capabilicies.

{driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
Drivers 6 Drivers
Pazsengers 10 Passengers

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crushing and impact forces, Vehicles: _3100,000 +

2. Esection from ~ehicle, Other Property: 5,000
3. Faflure to wear occupant restraints.




A AL e R s

MAKE MODEL

Bulck
Whicte
White
Mercury
Dodge
Chevrclet
Pontiac
Chevrolet
Ford
Ponciac
Mercury
Lincoln
Ford
Ol.osmobile
Chevrolet
International
Buick
Ford

Freight Loader
Freight Loader

Charger

TYPE

Stationwagon
Tractaor-semitrailer
Tractor-semitrailer
2=door sedar
2-door sedan
4edoor sedan
2-door sedan
2=-door sedan
Stationwagon
4~door sedan
Stationwagon
2-door sedan
Stationwagon
2-door sedan
2-door sedan
Tractor-semitraile~
2-docr sedazn
b=doocr sedan

Docker Humber: RY-1950-79

OPERATOR

Barbara Freeman
Taylor Produce
Bowman

Jipmie J. Simpson
Carol M. llarris
Robert Beard

Ray Swann

Sue Bohnett

Kim Rennett
Fiaine S. Goodman
Neville Broad
Gene Carl Burke
Daniel O. Noren
Fay C. Barbdber
William E. Bertele
Jack Cole, Inc.

Pobert . Edgington

John F. Cureton

Highway Accident Number : ATL-T57-F-HO2j

CITY/STATE

Dorchn~ster, Massachusetts
Brodhead, Kentucky
Gadsden, Alabama
Hollywood, Florida
Newport, Tennessce
Laura, Ohio
Newport, Tennessee
Flowerville, Michigan
Chatta, Tenressee
Eeachwood, Dhio
Ontario, Canada
Ecorse, Michigan
Wyvordng, Michigan
Wellington, Alzoama
tncimmati, Ohio
Birmingham, Alabuma
S$t. James, Fiorida
Detroit, Michigan




N STONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
Reporting Docket Number: 1NY-204-79

Agency: Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-79-F-L024

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
CLey CGrand Chanior State lLouisiana 2100 04L/14/79 Clear = dry Darkne s

d State Route 82 1 e St Milepost 69.6
Roa W ntersecting Street City & State of
Vehicie: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1979 Ford F250 VA Internat ional Mooring — s 1Y Louisiana
2.
3.
4,

Accident

Descriprion. (iype of accident and presence or abseace of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
The van. occupied by a driver and 7 passengors, was casthound ot an ostimated speed of 80 mph. 1€ ran off of
rhe voad on a left-hand curve, neoctrated a weodern shoulder barrier, struck o bridpe abutment, boecame afrbornc
across a canal and landed on its side.  One cccupant was ojected into the canal.  The van caupht on fire. A
tosicelopical toest perfomed on the driver iodicatcd o blood aleohel tevel of 00207 sercont,

Probable 1. Lox= of control of van by driver cue to driver intoxicatlon and excessive speod.
Cauvse: 2

-~
B2

Other

Factors: I, Nonconfowminge shoulde: baviivr.

3.

Fatalities: (driver. passcnger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)

Driver of van g Passensers in van

Fassenyers o ovan

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Impact forces, eiection and drowning Vehicles: $10.000

2. Impac? forces and fire _ Other Property: 1. 000
2. l’"nlt;:g; Lo weary awnflahd . o eraior




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washingron, D.C. 20594
Reporting Jocket Number: HY-180-79

Agency: Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Nusber: ATi-79-F-HU25

Location: flocal time: Daie: Weather: 14zhi condicion:
City Yeow Houpe State rFlorida LRS! LY Clons w dry Darkness

Road State Rowte 7% Intersecting Street None

City & State of

Vehicle Year Make Moded Type Operator Business/Residence
a=Joor
- Lvio Chrvsler Cordoba heTdtop oo James B, MeGown, Ty, Luntsviiio, Alabams

- [%7n t1ldsmohile . Cur 1ass Hardtor coupe Michey Gene Carrodl s T, Lhipley, Floridg

3.

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
Tiw Chrvsier was scuthbound. For unkiewn Teanons, the hresler crossod the nepthbeugnd Tame, ran off the rond,
recressed both lanes and then swerved to the Tefr, striking the nerthbound Oldanobile hesdon. Yo precrash
mechanical defects could be found in the Chrveler. ST four evcupants of the Chryvsler were kil led. Twao
of the three occupants of the Oldsrobile wers Killed, ‘

Probable 1. Loxs of control of =, Chryesler [or ynrnoed  regoons

Cause: ; . C e . -
2o Chrysler driver fativee ard lost reaction CTlet Bveness,

3. Excuessive !:‘-‘k"—'t"vd .

Other
Factors:

1.
2.
3.

- -

Fatalitles: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Imjuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
Driver of Chresler } Passerser in Oldamobi le

Passenpgers in Chresler

briver of Oldsmobile

Rassenger {n Oldsmobile
Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Impact forces. Vehicles: $8.500

2. Fallure to wear oocupant restralnts. Other Property: 4]

3.
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NATIORAL TRANSPORTIATION SAYETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Docket NMumber: HY-197-79

Reporcing

Agency: Arlanta Fileld Office Highway Accident Number: ATL~-79-F-R026

Locazion:
City Atlant=

Local time:
1930

Date:
07/18/79

Weather:
Raining - wet

Light condition:

State Georgia Davlight

Road Interstate 285
VYahicle: Year Make
1. 1978 oMC

Intersecting Street Sewell Road
Model Type

C.C.E. Tractor

City & State of
Buaioess/Residence

Atlanta, Georgia

Operator
Ryder Truck Remtal

2. 1976 Plvmouth 3-geat Stationwagon Ambrose Lamar Boswell Austell, Georgia

3. 1976 Cadillav 4-door sedan Katie V. Davis East Point, Georgia

&, 1970 Oldsmobile 88 2-door sedan Abandoned NA

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
Wh- - a southbound truck applied brakes in a heavy rain to avoid ar unidentified vehicle waking a sudden lane
chiage, it jackknifed and struck a Cadillac. The Cadillac veered to the right and struck an Oldsmobile parked
on the shoulder of che road. The truck then veered to the left, crosscd the grassy median and struck and
overrode a Plymouth stationwagon. Interstate 285 is a 6~-1ane divided highway.

Prodable 1. Loss of directiona) stability of truck due to_;ackknife.

nai 2. Lost steering capabilirv by unrestrained truckdriver.

3.

Other
Slipoervy road surface due to sudden heavy downpour of rain.

Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Inturies: Number:
1 Driver of Plymouth 1
1 Powean 4 1 th 3

(driver, passzngzer, ped=strian)
Truckdriver

Passengers in T'ymouta

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1.
2.
3.

Crushing impact forces Vehicles:

Other Propercy:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Socket Number: HY-212-79

Agency: Atlanta Field Office Highway Accident Number: ATL-79-F-RC27

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy Lumberton State North Carolina 2348 08/07/76 Clear - drv Darkness

24
Road Godwin Avenue Intersecting Street 24ch Street City & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Ope ator Business/Residence

1. 1972 Chevrolet Monte Carlo 2=~door hardto Harrv Lee Callihan Bladenbero, North Carolina

Truck with slap I~
2. 1978 cMC axie wondchinper Asplundh Tree Fxperc Companv Charlotte, MNorth Carolina

3.

4.

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significanr prilcasn, crash zad postcrash facrors
Traveling at an estimated specd of 90 mph, a Chevroler w2z &a route to a hospital wilh an e¢xpectant mother when

it failed to negotiate a left curve, wont into a skid, left the road and skidded into a parked, unoccupied Asplundh
‘irec Expert Commany truck. The driver of the Chevrolet and 5 of the 7 passcagers, including the expectant mother,
were killed in the crash. Four of the 8 occupants were childrern.

Probable 1. Losx of directional control due to excessive sperd.
-

- s res LI,
Cause: 2. k&ge » U 4

ot s ing.

3

Other

{(driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Nuamber: {(driver, passenger, priestrian)
Driver of Chevrolet 2 Passenyers in Cheveolet

Passengers in Chevrolet

Prodabie Czuse of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Impact with interior features and other structural elements Vehicles: 53,500
2. Failure to wear occupant restraints Other Property: 0

3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Docke:s Number: Iy-217-79

Reporting
Agency: Atlanta Field office Highway Accident Nusber: ATL=79-T-H(28
Location: local time: Date! Weather: Light coaditicrn:
City Qri.ande Scate Iloerida 0052 0&/18/79 Clear - drv Darkness
Road Oran Countv Rezd =20 Intersecting Street Countv Road 419
A - — aecting - City & State of
Vehicls: Year Make Model Type Operator Businesz/Residence
1. 1470 Chevrolet Impala Convertible Rebecca Ann Wagoner Orlande. Florida
2. YA Datsun 210 2edoor sodan Robert Jeffrev Urav Orlando, Florida
3.
‘-
Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
A zroup of tecaaged (ages 15-19) podestrians had pathered on the read after witnessing a drag ri-e betucea two
cars driven by merbors of the proup.  Tollowed bv a Datsan, a Chevrolet approached the yroup, which was milling
ahout on the roadwav.  Not sceing the pedestrians In the dark until 1t was too late to aveid them, the Chevrolet

nlunged intoe the group while brakirg.  The Datsun struca the Chevrolet in the rear.

Probable 1. Oviupancy of the read by pedestrians after observing a plamed drag race,

Caune: 2.

rack of anv ambhient  lizihit to alert oncom'ne traffic to the precence of the pedestrians,

1. Muffled approach »° Chevrolet and Datsun due Lo engine neises from parked cars.

Other
Factors: 1. XNonc.
2.
3.
Fazalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
[ Tedestrians 1 Driver of Datsun
2 Pedestrians
Probable Causc of Casualty: Property Losses:
l. Immace with automobile Vehicles: $600
2. Other Property: 0
3.

-OZ-



TR -+, a -~ N . o . e e - . B '
¢ R L i 4y - T VRO P - S R S co TTOTT T T e T e

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20554
Docket Number: HY=-7/1-78

Reporting
Agency: Dulles Ficld Office Highway Accident Number: TAD-77-F-F002
Locacion: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City Vincentown State New Jersev 1155 07/06/77 Clear - drv Davlipht
Road U.S. Route 206 Intersecting Street Countv Road Route 616 .
City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
1. 1968 Tnternational Diescl 210 Flatbed truck Perla Block Corp. Moorestown, New .Jersev
2. 1977 Buick Regal 2=door coupe  Margaret $. lerron Philadelphia, Pennsvlvania
3.
4.
Accident

Description: (typce of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, erash and posticrash facters;
A truck carrving building blocks was traveling south on U.S. Route 206 when it struck a westbound Ruick {n the

intersection of County Road Route 616. Tuxhed into a utilitv pole, the Buick came to rest near the “ruck, about
200 fect SSW of the point of impact. Fire ensued.-

_IZ.-.-

Probable 1. Failurc of the Brick driver te perceive and vield the right-of-wav at a stop-controlled intersection.
Cause: 2

3.

Other 1. Truck speed in excess of posted 50 mph.
Factors: 2. automobile Jriver's unfamiliarity with the route.

3. Ambient noise conditions of passengers in the aucomoblle.
4. Lack of guide signs on County Road Route 616 to inform motorists of U.S. Route 206.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passeager, pedestrian) Injurfes: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Buick 1 Passenger in Buick
5 Passengers in Buick
1 Driver of truck
Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Lcsses:
1. Contact with vehicle Interior objects. Vehicles: $20,000
2. Ejection. Other Property: __ 49500

3. Fire.

D I e s L T S, AR R
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N LIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETIY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY-69-78
Ageucy: Duvlles Field 0ffice Highway Accident Number: IAD-77-F-HO003
Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light -~ondition:
Cicy Chantilly State Virginia 1419 08/21/77 Clear - dry Davi{ipght
U.S. Route 50 U.S. Route 28
Road Intersecting Street ute City & Stare of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1964 Lodge Coronet 2-door sedan Carolvn S. Rvap Ashburn, Virpginia
LUOdUS LAl
2. 1972  Internacional F~1800 Dump truck Arthur 1. Kitchen Manas v ?

3. 1972 GMC Va7500 Flat truck Glen Maxwell Sullenberger Lorton, Virginia

4.
Accident
Description: (:type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and pos‘=zrash {factors)
A dump truck loaded with gravel was traveling east on U.S. Route 50. Tt entered the intersection of U.S. Route (8
on a red light and broadsided a Dodge Coromet ncrthbound on U.S. Reute 28. Toe truck pushed the Dodge through the
intersection and inte .. westbound truck waiting ce make a left turn. Fire ensued.

Probadle 1. Failure of the dump truch driver te stop for a red trafiic signal.
Cause: 2

3.

Other
Factors: 1. A variable “green” phase for Route 50 traffic which allowed minimum time “preens” and cvcles.

2. Lack of a second or all«"red"” clearance inturval.

3. Driver inexperience in operating a dump truck.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Dodge 1 Driver of Internation:l dump truck

3 Passenpgers in Dodge

Probabl:» Canse of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. ract wirh interior objects. ' Vehicles: $40,000
2. Fire. GCtuer Property: 00

3. Impact forces.

. P T L T T TN PR
L)

o en ke g B el gl Ll oo tan b s E e o o g g, N



NATIONAL TRARSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
Reporting Docket Number: HY-68-77

Agency: Dulles Field Office Highway Accident Number: JAD-77-F-HOO04

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy Alexandria State Virginia 1300 08/11/77  Clear - drv Daylight

Road Interstate 495 Intevsecting Street [xit 38

Cicy & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1974 Cw 600 Van Comet TET Leasing Corp. Beltwville, Marviand

wustom
2. 1975 Model F-350 1500 truck Commercial Wiping Cloth Corp. Placdensburg, Marvland

3.

&o

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
A 1974 Ford Van was traveling south in the median lane of Interstate 495, a six-lanc divided highwav, when the
Jdrive shaft broke and fell out of the truck drive train. Part of the drive shaft became airborne, striking and

penetrating the windshield of a northbound 1975 Ford truck., The drive shaft fatally injured the passenger in the
right front seat.

Probable 1. Failure of the drive shaft.

Cause: .
2. Inadequate preventive raintenance to detect potential component fallures.

3.

Other
l.

2.

3.

Fatalities: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
Passenger in 1975 Ford 0

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Impalement bv drive shaft Vehicles:$2, 500

2. Other Propercty: 0
3'




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Numbex: HY-77-78
Agency: Dulles Ficld Office Highway Accident Number: TAD-78-F~L00!

Locationm: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cley Martin State Ohic 1602 01/06/78 Cloudy - dry Daviight

Road Ottawa County Roule #H Intersecting Street lono

City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

Dicsel-
1. NA Ceneral Electric elvectric Proejeht Consolidated Rail Corperation Piiiladelprhia, Pennsvivania

2. ) Fora 17D e o sedtan "riviateln ovnoed Maytin, Ohio
3-

‘-

Accldent

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
The Ford, traveling atl an ostiratea 2o omphy approached the erade crossing, slowed and thnen drove into the path of
the train, travelins at the 36 opbh tracy ~peed Tirite Six of the Tord's seven ceennants were ciected, A1l of
the vacupants wvere Killeds Tne driecr of the Vordy o local reslaent, had an unchslructed view of the crossing

as ioapproached for 200 feet. The crossine va- prolvctod oo advarce warnine sisps and crosshucks,

Probable 1. Failure of rreoceupind Ford ariver to doroect and ston fo wehinge rrain.
Cause:

Other

Driverpfarilinrite with cresaine,

Ponrlyv waiptaired, ipnvccew Y ~laced crossine warrine sivns,

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestria.) Injuries: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver «F Foed

i Passencors {1 Tord

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Struck by train Vehicles: $2,500 (troin & auto)
2. E ection from vehicle - traumatic imnact injuries Other Property: 0
3.
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, . Washington, D.C. 20594 ‘
Reporeing Docket Number: HY-73~78
Agency: Kansas Citv FPield Office Highwvay Accident Number: KC-77-F-HOO1

Location: : Local time: Date: Weather: | Lisht condition:
Cley Kansas Citv State Missouri 1615 07/13/77  Clear = dry Davlipht

Rosd [nterstate 70 Intersecting Street Benton Boulevard

City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make . Model Type Operator Business/Residence
s T L

1. 1976 ' Freiehtliner semitralliey Yellow Fredeht Svstem Kansas. City, Mixsouri

2.
3.
4.
Accident ' ' . :
Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postecrash factors)
A weslhound tractoresermitvalive was traveline at oan extimated 5% mph alenpg Interstate 70 on a4 =ection of highwny
witin a descendin: rrode of Loef nereent. A8 the track entered a (9317 left-hand curve, it left scuff marks firse,
on the voad, and then, on the ripht shoulder. The Treck then tinped onte {ts right side on top of a poardrail
and sLid aileong tite rail e o cellfsion with g sridee coluemn. The wosted speed 1{mit was 55 mph,

Probadle 1. Poutod <povd 1irir excessive for sqfe nassncee thragelh cupen,
Cruses:
2a

3.

Other
Factors: 1.

2.
3.

Fatalities: {(driver, passenger, pedestrian) jurics: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)

Briver ot tractor-senitraileor o

Probable Canse of Casualty: | Property Losses:
1. Cruskhing impact Forces B . Vehicles: $35,000 -
2. - | : Other Property: 18,000 (bridge & cargo)
3. |
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Reporting

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
" scket Number: HY-179-79

Agency: Kansas City Field Office Highway Accident Number: MKC-78-F-HOO2

location:
City Cecn

Local time: Date: Weather: Lighc condition:
State Kansas 1622 05/15/78 Clear - dry Davlight

Road Countv Road K=96 Intersecting Street Milepost 326.5

City & State of

Vel.icle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1978

White Road Cormander 11 COE Tractor- Southern Freightwavs, Tnc. Eustix, Florida

2. ___ 1978

Creat Dane semitrailer

1. 1976

Chevrolet Montse Carlo 2=door sedoan Ona M. Thomas Golden Cltv, Missourd

6. 1973

Buick Flevtra 4=door liardtop lawrence J. Lowe Newion, Kansas

Acc {dent
De:cription:

(type of accident and presence or zbsence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)

~his accident occurred in a work zone. The Chevrolet and Bulck were stopped in response to a flagman at a
road repair site when a truck, failing to stop, struck and overrode the Buick. Both struck the Chevrolei; :ll
three vehicles went off the road. Fire consumed all three wwhicles and the Buick occupants when the Buick

tank rupturced and fire ensued. Al others escaped with minor injuries.

Probable 1.

Excessive speed for traffic conditions.

Cause: 2.

Lack of attentfion on part of truckdriver.

N

Other
Factors: 1.

Rupture of the fuel tank and resulting five.

2.

werride of Ruick bv the truck.

3.

Fatalicies:

Number: {(driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)

1 Driver of Buick 1 Truckdriver
3 Passcurers in Buick 1 Driver of Chevrolet
4

Pagsengexs {n Chevrolef

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crushing forces. Vehicles: $30,000

2. Fire.

Other Property: G

3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
mtm‘ p.C. 20594
Reporting Docket Number: HY-]120-79
Agency: Kansax City Field Office Highway Accldent Numder: MKC~72-F-H003

Lacation: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City Lutesvilie Stacte Missouri 0425 06/14/78  Clear Barkness

Rosd Nepe — private DRORCTIX Intersecting Street [one City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
1. 1973 White Freiphtliner Truck tractor Commercial Tranaport, Inc. Cape Cirardeau, Migsourl

2. 1967 But ler Carge tank tank xemitrailer
3.

4.
Accident
Descripcion: {type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
During an of f-loading operation of a gasoline tank truck at a fuel facilicy, an accumulation of gasoline vapor flowed
downgrade across a street into the crawl space of a house. Th: vapors were ignited by the pilot light of a hot water

heater. The resultant explosion and fire followed back to and ignited the cargo tank where a seconc explosion occurred.
Four occupants wers blown from the house; a fifth was crushed beneath the collapsed rouf.

Probable 1. Ignition of gasoline vapors.
Cause: 2

3.

Other
Coometrvy of surrounding land.

Breach {m the truck deli{v rv hose.

Absence of anv check valve in facilitv plumbing,

Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Loure occudant 4 House occupants
1 Truckdriver

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Collapse of house roof (fatalitv) Vehicles: $ 20,000
2. Ejection from house account force of explos:.n Other Propercty: 300 000

3.




Washington, D.C. 20594

s HY=129~7
Reporting Dockez Number: HY=129-79%

Agency: Kansas Ctty Fleld Office Highway Accident Nember: MKC~78-D~R010
Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Tight: cond{s?
CicyCamden State Arkannas 1432 04/13/72 Clear - dry: Daylight

State Route & eet State Roule 57
Road State Intersecting Street City & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model %’-’i:or- , Operator Business/Restdence
A _
1. 19377 e semitrafler Walter Brothers Lumber, Ine. Camden, Arkznsas

2. 1973 Chevroler Fl Camino Pickup illiam D. Coolev, Jr. Ashdown, Arkansas
3. ' : : —

.‘t

Accldent :

Description: (type of accident ~= oressnce or absence of sipnificant precrash, crash and postcerash factors)
As it approachoed a lefthard curve and the erest of a hill, an castbound tractoresemitraller was rassing another
casthound truck on Ntate Route 4, a twowlane, twoeway hizhwav., A weschound Pickup crested the hill ond =aw the
oncoming tractor-semitrailor. The rassiog tractor-sepitraller swerved left to the shoulder of the road: the
rickup swerved righ*., The vehicles collided headon,

Probabdle 1. Fallure of tractoresenitrai ler driver Lo assure cicar distance ahead before passing.

Cauvse:

2. Deloaved sevrcent jon of sickup driver.

3.

Other
Factors: 1.

z.

3-

Fatalities: Number: (driver. pasascnger, pedestrian) Inturies: Number: (driver, passenper. pcedestrian)
‘ : pdriver of plewun ' 1 Driver of tractoresemitrailer

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
X« Crushing. ' ‘ Vehiclex: $£12,000
2. Failure to wear available scathelts, Other Property: 0

3.
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NATIORAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, L.C. 203594
Reporting Docket Number: HY~76-73

Agency:  Kansan Clty Field Office Highway Acci{dent Number: MKC-79+F-H002

Locatioca: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy Kansas Citv State Ransas 1711 08/09/77 Cloudv =drv Davlight

Road Interstate 70 Intersecting Streat Kansas State Route 32

City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1972 Ford Pinto 2=deoor redan David S. Yunphans Leavenworth, Kamnsas

2. 1977 ¥idax Mini Motor home %ina Ratherine Herndon Cedartown, Georpla
3. 1976 Mercedes Benz badoor sedan John F. McDonald Saringlake, Michigan

». 1969 Chevrolet Stepevan Fefto=Lav Kansas Citv, Mis<ouri

Acciden

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, c¢rash and postcerash factors)
A vestbound Pinto traveling at about 5% mph, overtaking slower moving traffic, swerved to the westbound curb lane

to aveld a collision. To aveid another potential collision in the curb lane, the Pinto swerved sharply to the

left and braked. Out of control, the Pinto crossed the westbound lanes and skidded acroxs the prassy median. 71t

ther sircltancousiy vaulted and relled about 17 feet into a headon collision with an castbound motor home.,  Subsequently,
an eastbound Nercedes Benz ond a Chevrolet were involved in minor collisions with the motor hiome.

1
*
v

Probable 1. Fuilure of Ford Pinto driver to perceive and slow for preceding traffic.
B2 2. Excessive speed for road and traffic conditionx.

3.

Ocher
Factors: 1. Znﬂ, [opyY _nuse nf guxh ]gm- hx !!Did!‘ﬂ!i”ﬂd s 3% g A8 prress o exit rarn

2. Vertical pcometry of median, rcrulzting In vehicle vault and roll.

3-
Fatalicies: Sumber: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passeager, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Ford Pinta 1 Driver of motor home

3 Passeopers in motor home

Probable Cause of Casuslty: Property Losses:

1. Impact forces Vehicles: $5,500
2. Collapse of vehicle structure Other Property: 0

3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washingzton, D.C. 20594

Reporreing Docket Number: HYel76-79
Agency: Kansas Citv Fleld Office Highway Accident Number: MKC-79-F=-H012

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy Winfield State Kansas 1702 10/18/78  Clear -« drv Davlieht

Road U.S. Route 77 Intersecting Street Countv FRoad 8
City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/kesidence
1. 1976 Ford 1.79000 Tractor= Lamm'’s Trucks Parsons, Kansas

2. N/A /A JO=fim.r=hox semitrailer lamm's Trucks Parsons, Kansas

3. 1967  yolkswagen ¥Melvin E. Schuvler winficld, Kansas

&
‘-

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
When a truck westbound on County Read ® ¢id net stop as required at the intersection with U.S. Route 77,
it drove into the path of a Vollkswagen southbound on U.S. Reute 77. Though advance stop-warning and stop

signs were posted on Countv Road 5, the stop sipn installazion did not conform with the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices. Allege. brane failure could not be proved, an fruck vvas unavailable for postcrash
inspection by NTSK.

Probable 1. Failurc of tiuck te stop and vield rightoof=wav to Volkswapen {n obedience to posted stop sign.

Cause: 2.

3.

Other
Factors: 1. Improper installation of stop sign.

2.

3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver. passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver. pamsenger, pedestrian)
1 briver of Volkswagen 1 aruckdr{yey

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Impact with interior vehicle structures. Vehicles: 51,000

2. Failure to use occupant restraints. Other Property: 0
3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY-130-79
Agency: Kansas Citv Field Office Righway Accident Number: MKC~79=F=~HO19

Locatfion: Local time: Date: weather: Light condition:
City Victoria State Texas 0040 03/31/79 Cloudy - damp Darkneas

*.S. 175 Milepost 10

Road U.S. Route Interszcting Street pos 2ty & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operatot Businesns /Residence
1. 1977 Ford LTH 2-door sedan Kenneth R. Salone Victoria, Texas

2.

3.

b,

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
“his was a sing’e vehicie accident. The Ford was traveling at an estimated 93 mph on a straight, level section
ot the four-lane divided highway. Frtering a conurete bridpe span, the Ford suddenly swerved %o the right, struck
the bridgerail, became atzborne, vaulted the hridpvrail and lanced on its rocf. There 1s no explanation why the
vord Jdriver made the right turn mancuver. No autopsies were conducted. Since 1975, the driver had 10 speeding
convictions. He had been issued a cltation for speeding just 6 hours before the accident.

Probable 1. Failure of driver to maintals divectional control of car.

Cause: 2. Excessive spesd.

3.

Cther
Factors: 1. Defeated containment ability of hridevrail,

2. Driver predilection to specd.

-

3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passzenger, pedestrian) Injuries: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 NDriver

5 passengers

SEEReSESRe————  S—

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crusking lofoes. Vehicies: Unknown
2. Other Property: Usnknown
3.




\TIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY-194-79
Agency:  Kansas City Ficld Office, Highway Accident Number: MKC-79-F-HO23

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Ciey Mokinson State North Dakotn 2035 07/01/79  Clear - dry Dusk

j JS ¢ x .&5 .' »
Road FAS Road Ne. 4510 Intersecting Street Yonmu City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
1. 1979 Choevrolet Chevette s=door sodan Christopher Reaks Newton, North Dakota
2. 1909 Internat fonal 1000D Pickup Rohort F. Vaagen N +
3.

4.

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
while traveling at an estimated 60-75 mph, a wextbound Chevrolet struck a loose chunk of asphalt read surface,
lost control, crossed the centerline of the two-lane highway and struck an castbound pickep headen. The
pickup tried to avoid the Chevrolet by drivimg to the right but did not have suffictent time to avoid the
collixion. TFormerly designated U.S. Route ¥o. 10, the 29%-vear-old road now is Federal Afd Secondary Road No.
2510. Louse pieces of surface material lyving in their orfpinal sites were casily dislodged. The Chevrelet
driver's blood alcohol count was 0.23 percent when tested.

Probable 1. Tailure of Chevrolet driver to majptafis wvendcle conrrol due o the dnfluecnce uf alcobol

Cause: 2.

Imnropet maintenauce of road surface,

Other
Factors: Excessive Chevrolet speed for road conditions.

Overloading Chevette with A4 cccupants when desxigned for four.

Fatzlicies: Number: (driver. passcnger, pedestrian) Injurfes: Numbor: (driver, passenger, pedestrizn)
1 Driver of Chevrolet 1 Paxsenpger in Chevroiet

Driver of pickup

1
4

“"—'d‘e:wngw.. - P“ev]: ]'I oL

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losces:
1. Ymmact forces. Vehicles: $I .00
2. Failure of occupants to wear avallable occupant restraints. Other Property: 0

3.
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Agency: Ran<as Citv Field Office

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

Washington, D.C. 20594
Dockez Number: HY-195-79

Highway Accident Number: MKC-79-F-HO24

Weather: Light condition.

Location: Local time: Date:
U City Randlett State Cklahoma 1530 07/11/79  Clear - drv Davlight o
S J.S. 277 J.S. 7
3 Road U.S. Route Intersecting Street ! Route 70 City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
. 4 i. 1979 Kenworth WI00A Tractor- Joe Srowm Trucking Comparv Davis, Oklahoma
L 2. 1978 Fruchau! Dump semitrailer Joe Prown Trucking Commanv Davis, Okiahoma
3 2. 1977 Ford LTD 4edoor sedan  Earl E. Crybbs Waurik 1
- .
e 3 Accident
- j Description: (type of accident and presence or abscnce of significent precrash, crash and postcrash factors?
- A southbound Ford was stopped on the shoulder of the road while one of the passengers got out to r=ITiive 3 hat
1 and a hud cap from the side of the road., As the driver of a scuthbound truck was trying to ground a wire to
to his CB radie, the truck drifted onto the shouldér of the road at sbout 57-62 mph and siruck the stopped Ford.
The truck overrode the rear of the Ford. All eight occupants of the Ford were eflcuted.
Probable i. Tiuckdriver inattention to driving.
Cavee: 2
3.
Other
Factors: 1. Xonc.
2.
3.
Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Priver of Ford 1 Truckdriver
_ 6 Passengers in Ford 1 Passenger in Ford
- Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
] 1. Crushing forces from truck override and ejection. Vehicles: $12,000
2. Other Property: 0
i N

-’c-



PP

T - S e A T - - S e v . - R - BT SN S AL R i L, i ¢ > ) e

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Number: HY=196-79
Agency: Kansas City Field Oifice Highway Accident Number: MKC-79-F-1025
Locaction: local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City Brodhead State Kentucky 0030 07/12/79 Cloudy =~ dry Dark/lighted
Road U.S. Route 150 Intersecting Street None City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
1. 1974 Pontiac Grand Prix 2=door sedan Kemmeth 1. Rose prodhead, Kentucky
2. .
3.
4.
Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and posterash factors)
Traveling at an estimated 67 mph, the Pontiae failed to negotiate a left curve with a calculated critical speed
of 70 mph. The car ran off the road, down a 12-foot embankment, and overturncd, pinning the driver behind the
steering wheel and ejecting the 4 passengers. The "driver had a 0.24 percent blood alcohol test reading.

*

Probadle 1. Failure of driver to maintain directional control of his vehicle.

Cavse: 2. Intoxication.

3.

Other
Factors: 1. Speed in excess of speed limit.

2.

ot

-

Pataliciesa: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Pontiac 0

& Passengers in Pontiac

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property lLosses:
1. Impac: injuries. Vehicles: $2,500

2. railure of passengers to wear avallable restraints Other Property: 0

3.

e el A Sl WA
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. 4 NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

Reporting
Agency:

Docket Number: IY-222-79 7
Highway Accident Number: MKC-79-F-H026 .

Kansas City Field Office

. Locacion: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition: g
'5 City Centerville State Texas 0630 Q7/27/79  Rain Dawn E
Road State Route 7 Intersecting Screet XNone City & State of ’
Vehicle: Year Make Model Operator Business/Residence
;4 1. 1975 Transtar Eﬁ:gggggler Lane Processing Crannis, Arkansas k-
3 2. 1978 Dodge Maxivan van Roy S. Parker Cleveland, Texas
f% 3. 1977 Dodge Maxivan Van Richard V. McGee Splendora, Texas
3 4. 1977 Pontiac rlLemaris 2=door sedan Harrvy L. McGee Natches, Misaissippi
Accident

- Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash faccors)

The two vans and the Pontiac were stopped at the Beaver Dam Creck bridge due to high water across the road. Ee-
As the truck came over the crest of a hill and began descending toward Beaver Dam Creek, the truckdriver saw 4

che stopped vehicles. le braked but could not stop, striking the cars and knocking the 1977 Dodge van inte the e

g creek.
2 w i
:; Probable 1. Inabilitw of truck to xtop due to faultv brakes and smooth tires. ! -
. Cause: 2. Lack of preventive maintenance program. "'_v
; 3. Heaww rain, resulting jn reduced visibilitv and decreased perception time. ';
Factors: 1. Absence of bridre raifl. E L
2. 1
. 3. :
Fatalitties: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver passenger, pedestrian) ]
g 1 Driver of 1977 Dodge Van [3 Passengers in 1977 Dodpe Van .
fi 4 Passengers in 1977 Dodge Van . Paesergers in Pontiac 3
* i
- Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
I 1. Drowning (fatalities) Vehicles: $15.000
: 2. Impact with vehicle interior (injuries) Other Property: 0
3.
N .
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" \ONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
m Atlanta Field Office for mc Number: m_2:°_79

Agency: Kamsas City Field Office Highway Accident Number: MKC-79~-F-H027

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy Rincklev State Illinois 0740 07/30/79 Raining - wet Daylight « overcast

Road U.S. Route 30 Intersecting Street lone

City & State of
Vehicie: Year Make Model Type Operator Busincss/Residence

1. 1978 Ford E140 Davn T. Nelsen Sandwich, Illinois

2. 1973 Peterbilt 359A Peter C. Puber Dekalb, Illinois

3.

b,

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
An eastbound automobile stalled out during a heavy rain and came Lo a stop partially on the road shoulder, its

leit wheels on the road. As an eastbound van approached the stalled auto, the van swerved to its left and
collided headon with a2 westbound truck, demolishing the customized van. U.S. Route 30 is a 2-lane, 22-foot-wide

highwar.

Probable 1. Loxz of control of vebicle due to driver overreaction.

Cause:

2. Leav; rain,

3.

Other
Driver inexperience.

2. Rutted condition of highwav.

3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Ford van 7 Passengers in Ford van
. Passengers in Ford van

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crushing impact with van interior Vehicles: 514,000
2. Other Property: 0
3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Vashington, B.C. 20594
Repozting Docket Number: HY=70~77

Agency: Oakland Field Officc Highway Accident Nunber: QAK-77-I-HOO1

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Cicy _San Jose State Colifornia 0556 06/09/77  Clear - dry Davlight

Road _Interstate 280 Intersecting Street None
Vehicle: Year Make Model
11- 197L Mﬂ’ Coach

City & State of

'l?e Operator Business/Residence
Zo-pansenger Santa Clara Coumty,
bus ganta Clara Courty Transit System  California

2.

3.

4.

Accident

Description: (cype of zecident and presence or absence of signiffcant precrash, crash and posterash factors)
A Twin Coach bus, occupied only by its driver, was southbound on Interstate 250 when passing motorists alerted the
driver to smoke and fire at the vear of the vehicle. The driver stopped on the side of the road and safely exited
the bus which was totally destroyed by fire. The entire bus fleet has experienced trouble with excessive heat in the
vngine compartment.

Probable }. Inadequate maintenance program, resulting in detcriorated fan belt idler pulley.

Caume:

_Excessive engine compartment temperalure.

Flammadility of engine compartment components.

Rumber: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
0
0

Y

Property Losses:
Vehicles: $40,000
Other Property: 0




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594
Docket Number: EY-79-78

Agency: Oakland Field Office Highway Accident Number: OAK=78~T1=-H001

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
Ctty Spanish Fork State Utah 0500 02/08/78 Cloudv = drv Darkness

Rosd Utah State Route 6 Intersécting Street Nome
City & State of

Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence
1. 1977 Peterbilt 352 S86 Tractor=- Mims Meats Houston, Texas

2. 1976 veility semitrailer

3.

4.

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
The tractor-semitrailer was westbound on Urah State Route 6, a twoelane blacktop roadwav with an approximate
5 percent downgrade and many sharp curves. Traveling at an estimated speed of 80 mph, the truck failed o nepotiate
a righthand curve, tipped onto its left side and sTid off the embankment. A warning sign recommended a maximum speed

of 40 mph through the curve.

Probable 1. Failure to negotiate a curve due to excessive speed.

Cause: 2.

3.

Other
Possible driver fatigue.

2. Driver physical dimabilfcv. (Wooden ripht leg from knee down)

3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: (driver. passenger, pedestrian)
b4 Driver of tractor-senmitraller

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crushirg between vehicle interior components vehicles: $40,000

2. Other Proserty: _ 8,000 (earpo)
3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATICN SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.(. 20594
Docket Numder: HY=-109-78

Reporting

Agency: Oakland Ficld Office Highway Accident Number: 0AK=78~r-H009

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light conditionm:
Cicy Ukiah State California 0440 09/17/78 Clear = drv Darkncss

20 Non
Road Srate Route Intersecting Street None City & State of
Vehicle: Year Make Model Type Operator Business/Residence

1. 1970 Chevrolet CS10704 Pickup truck Daniel Lee Turner Santa Maria, (alifornia
2, 2968 Chevrolet Stationwagon Fausto Pena Potter Valley, California

3.

4.
Accident
Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
The pickup truck crossed the centerline and struck the stationwagon headon on a two-lane, two~wav rocad. The driver
of the Chevrolet stationwagon was taking bis wife to a hospiral for the delivery of her first child. The driver of
the pickup had a 0.13 percent blood alcohol test reading. Roth drivers and the expectanc mother were killed.

Probable 1. Loss of vehicle control bv the pickup truckdriver vhe avnarentlv _fell asloeep,
Cavse: 2

Driver {ntoxication.

3.

Other
Factors: 1. =

2.
3.

Fatalities: Number: (driver. passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
1 Driver of Chevrolet pickup 4

1 Driver of Chevrolet stationwagon

1 Pasgenger in Chovrolet stationwagon

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Tmpact forces. Vehicles: 5800
2. Other Property: Q
3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reporting Docket Numdber: HY-1532=79

Amcy: Oaklond Field Office Highway Accident Number: OAK=79=F=H007

Location: Local time: Date: Weather: Light condition:
City San Matco State California 1325 04/01/79 Clear - drv Davlipht

Road Scate Route 35 Intersecting Street Countv Road

City & State of
Vehicie: Year Make Model Type Operator Busincss/Residence

. 1964 Lincoln Continental amdoor sedan Cherie Lyvnn Branston Tuster City, Califownia
2.
3.

b,
Acciden

Description: {(type of zz2ident and presence or absence of signiffcant precrash, crash and posterash factors)
A southbound Lincoln traveling at high speed failed to negotiate a left curve, ran off the readway, overiurned

to its right and struck a trec, roof first., The 16 vear old female driver and 4 passenpers died fa the accldent,
An autopsy revealed blood alcohol level of 0.12 petcent. This inexnerienced driver was driving the car without

Mer parents consent.

Probable 1. Fxcessive spced bv incxpericnced, intoxicated driver.
Cause: 2

3.

Ocher
Factors: l.Xonc.

2.
3.

Fataliciea: mber: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injuries: Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian)
e Driver of Lincoln 0

4 Passengers in Lincoln

Prodable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Crushing impact forces. Vehicles: 52,500

2. Other Property: 0
3.




NofIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFEIY BOARD
Reporting Kanwuss ity Yield Office for the Docket Number: HY-172-79

Agency: Oakland Field Office Highway Accident Nomber: OAK=-79=F=R012

Location: local time: Date: Heather: Light condition:
City Young State Arizona 0650 05/02/79 Clesr = dry Daylieht

Road State Route 288 Intersecting Strect Milepost 282
City & State of
Vehicle: Yesr Make Type Cpécator Business/Residence

- -

e i87~ Ford FPonol Pickup truck Reidhead Frterprizes Reber, Arizona

2.

3.

b

Accident

Description: (type of accident and presence or absence of significant precrash, crash and postcrash factors)
The pickup truck brakesx failed ax the truck was descending a long, steep grade. The pickup truck passed

two LruCKk=escS3C routes, bdut the driver elected not to use cither. Vhen the driver tried to downshift, he
could not get past neutral, and the free-vheeling truck began o accelerate. On an “S™ curve, the driver
drove off the road into the softground of the shoulder to try to nlow the runaway veblc¢le. Yowever, the
truck rotated, rolled uover and struck a tree.

Probable 1. Lons of control due to hrake failure.

Cause: 2. Inadeguatc prevontive maintenan. e program.

3.

Other
Driver's decision to drive an unsafe vehicle, knowing that the brake. were not functioning properly.

iver's iudgment in electing to downshift at too high a speed and not getting bevond neutral.

Priver's decision not 2o pull off the road into either of two truck-escape routes.

Number: (driver, passenger, pedestrian) Injurfes: Mumber: (driver, passenger, pedesiriad)
9 Passengern in pickup truck 3 Driver of nickun truck

Probabhle Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Blynt impact with interior of vehicle. Vehicles: $£7,000
2. Octher Property: 0
3.






